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The Lord bestows His blessings upon
the children of men according to their
faith and diligence. It is true that
there are a great many blessings which
they receive and enjoy independent of
their conduct, to a very great extent.
They have this life, the use of their
reason, the blessings of air and earth,
and the elements which are incorporated
or connected with the earth; the sun
warms them with its rays, and the show-
ers of heaven revive them. Many of
these blessings descend on the children
of men in numerous instances regard-
less of their conduct, and apparently in-
dependent of their actions. But there
are blessings which mankind cannot re-
ceive, only through obedience to the com-
mandments of God, our heavenly Father;
there are privileges and gifts which can-
not be enjoyed, only through the dili-
gence of those upon whom they are be-
stowed. The gifts that pertain to the
gospel of Jesus Christ can only be ob-
tained by obedience to the truth; and can
only be retained by a faithful adherence
to the commandments of God; and in or-
der that these may be multiplied upon
the people, they must be appreciated
by those upon whom they are bestowed.
When our hearts are filled with thanks-
giving, gratitude, and praise to God, we
are in a fit condition to receive addi-
tional blessings, and to have more of the

outpouring of His Holy Spirit. When we
see the deliverances that He vouchsafes
to us, and appreciate those deliverances,
we are in a fit condition to receive ad-
ditional strength, power, and salvation,
because we acknowledge His hand in all
the blessings we receive, and in all the
circumstances which surround us.

The things of God are not discerned
by those who are not spiritually minded;
for the Holy Spirit reveals the things of
God to those upon whom it is bestowed.
Men in the world at present, place
the greatest dependence on the evidence
which their outward senses afford them.
If they can see, hear, taste, or handle
anything with which they may come in
contact, they place more value upon that
external evidence than upon any inter-
nal evidence. Hence, when the elders go
forth to preach the gospel to the nations,
there is almost a constant demand, made
by those to whom they are sent, for the
evidence of miracles. They wish to hear
the elders speak in tongues, or proph-
esy; they want to see the sight of the
blind restored, the sick healed, the dead
raised, or some miraculous manifesta-
tion of power, in order that their outward
senses may be gratified. Many attach
a great deal of importance to the evi-
dence which they receive in this manner;
and to this class of persons the things of


