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capable of receiving, and we can receive
a little here, and a little there, as the
prophet has said, "Line upon line, and
precept upon precept," until we come to
understanding. This is our privilege; we
are capable of doing this, and if we will
go to work with our might, and apply
ourselves to learning the things of God,
you will find there will not be quite so
much selfishness as there is now.

I do not know but some people would
ask br. Brigham if he is ready to hand
over what he has got? Just as ready
as the man who has only three dimes—
just exactly, it is nothing to me. If
we could live as one family, and could
see that intelligence that is distributed
among the minds of the people acted
upon, we should see no idleness, sloth-
fulness, wastefulness, covetousness, nor
contention one with another, but ev-
ery man and woman would be content
with what was given them, and with
all their souls would seek to obtain sal-
vation, and would not be so eager af-
ter a little worldly honor or pleasure,
and they would not feel "If I do not
have my heaven here, I do not know
that I shall ever have it." You cannot
have it unless you enjoy the spirit of
the Lord, not one of you; you cannot
find comfort, solace, or bliss without the
Spirit of the Lord. All else contami-
nates and mars, and is calculated to de-
stroy. As I said to the brethren the
other day in the Thirteenth Ward School-
house, with regard to worldly pleasure,
comfort, and enjoyment; you may take
as much as you please of the Spirit of

the Lord, and it will not make your stom-
ach or head ache. You may drink nine
cups of strong spiritual drink, and it will
not hurt you; but if you drink nine cups
of strong tea, see what it will do for
you. Let a person that is very thirsty
and warm satiate his appetite with cold
water, and when he gets through he
will perhaps have laid the foundation for
death, and may go to an untimely grave,
which is frequently done. Excessive eat-
ing, drinking, or exercise all tend to the
grave; but you may take as much of the
Spirit of the Lord as you have a mind to,
I do not care if you take a good hearty
supper of it and then go right to bed, it
will not hurt you in the least; if you take
it early in the morning it will not spoil
your breakfast. It will never hurt you,
but will give life, joy, peace, satisfaction,
and contentment; it is light, intelligence,
strength, power, glory, wisdom, and fi-
nally, it comprehends the kingdoms that
are, that were, or that will be, and all
that we can contemplate or desire, and
will lead us to everlasting life. Only let
us have the Spirit of the Lord and we
can be happy; while the things of this
world, that are so eagerly sought after,
all point directly to the grave. Men and
women who are trying to make them-
selves happy in the possession of wealth
or power will miss it, for nothing short
of the gospel of the Son of God can make
the inhabitants of the earth happy, and
prepare them to enjoy heaven here and
hereafter.

May the Lord bless you.


