
WHICH RELIGION IS BEST? 313

Do you suppose an angel would con-
vince him? He said that no human tes-
timony could convince him. Affliction
and the chastisement of God might af-
fect his body, but could not touch his
heart; it is like adamant, and there are
thousands and thousands in the same
condition—shutting out the very possi-
bility of truth's reaching their under-
standings. They will not receive the tes-
timony of men, yet they will quote and
reiterate the testimonies of men whom
we know to be as wicked and corrupt as
the devil; but when Prophets and Apos-
tles ordained under the hands of the
Prophet Joseph, and who are carrying
out the very plans and purposes made
manifest through him, bear testimony of
these things, their testimony is rejected,
for they will not receive the testimony of
men. It is simply this—we will not have
the truth, we cannot bear it, and you can-
not force it upon us—we do not want it.

This is a free country; the kingdom of
God is a kingdom of freedom; the Gospel
of the Son of God is the Gospel of lib-
erty. Men can worship God, if they wish
to, but, if not, they may go and worship
stones, the sun, moon, stars, or anything
else that they wish. We will protect and
respect every man in his rights, so far
as they do not interfere with the rights
of others, for every man must answer for
his own deeds.

I sometimes hear the Latter-day
Saints instructed about the way they
should treat strangers; they are told to
extend to all men due respect and kind-
ness. You would not be a Latter-day
Saint if you did not; you would not man-
ifest the Spirit of the Gospel did you not
show them due kindness, and respect;
but remember, at the same time, that
you do not compromise yourselves. In
trying to be kind and courteous to others,

we sometimes place ourselves in their
power, and as sure as we do, bad men
will take advantage of it. How was the
counsel given by the Savior to the Apos-
tles, "Be ye therefore as wise as ser-
pents, and as harmless as doves." But
this generation is wiser than the chil-
dren of light—the Saints. Why? In one
particular, because, when we embrace
the Gospel we feel well, so thankful to
the Lord, so full of gratitude, that we
are thrown off our guard, suspect no evil,
nor look for sin in any man, and so in-
vite them into our circles, and, by and
by they get the upper hand of us; we be-
gin to loose faith and to think that the
devil has not such an awkward cloven
foot, that his horns and tail are not quite
so long, nor he quite so deformed, black,
and hideous as we thought. We have
been deceived; we thought that the devil
had long horns and tail, a cloven foot,
and was black, hideous, and grinning;
but when we find him out, he is a gentle-
man in black broad cloth, with a smooth
tongue, pleasant countenance, high fore-
head, and so on; quite a good-looking fel-
low. That is the kind of a person we
find the devil to be, and we will find him
in more persons than one, and that too
right in this city.

I feel well and thankful to have the
privilege of being a Saint; and I hope,
brethren and sisters, that anything good
that is said to us we will feel like carry-
ing out in our lives. It is our duty, and we
should never fail to do so.

May God bless us and all Israel, and
keep us in the paths of truth.

Notwithstanding what I have said
here today about the vanity and fool-
ishness amongst us, especially in Great
Salt Lake City, yet I believe, as
has been frequently said, that tak-
ing this people as a whole they are
the best on the earth; and I believe


