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Gospel to the nations of the earth, to
gather out the honest and those who will
serve him with full purpose of heart, that
they may be gathered from the midst of
the world's wickedness and corruption,
to a place where they can better serve
the Lord and accomplish his purposes.
Then, when we are gathered, when the
Lord has delivered us from the hands of
our enemies, brought us out of bondage
with his outstretched arm and planted
us in the midst of these mountains in
peace and surrounded us with blessings,
and has enriched the soil so that it yields
its strength for our good, and has made
of us a peculiar people—when the Lord
has done this for us—today some will
cringe and bow to the degrading fashions
of the world, and court the society and
habits of the wicked. Such conduct is a
crying shame on those who, professing to
be Latter-day Saints, act so unwisely. We
profess to have forsaken the world and
to live accordingly to the requirements
of the Gospel, and it behooves us to walk
worthily of so excellent a profession.

We cannot trifle with the things of
God. Many talents have been commit-
ted to us; if we put them in a napkin
and hide them in the earth, we shall
be beaten with many stripes; but if we
use them wisely, we shall receive great
blessings and rewards. If we wish to see
the work of God carried victoriously for-
ward, if we wish to accomplish the pur-
poses of the Almighty, and have a de-
sire to carry out his will on the earth,
that it may be done here as it is in
heaven, we must live as we profess, be
guided by the whisperings of his Spirit
and the teachings and counsels of his
servants. Who is there among us that
does not feel an interest in the work of
God. Those who do not will be cut short,

they will loose their inheritance, and the
rights and privileges guaranteed to man
through his faithfulness.

It grieves me when I hear young
men, who have been born and reared
in this Church, speaking indifferently of
the truth, and as apt to take up an ar-
gument against as in its favor. I thank
the Lord that I have never been guilty of
that to my knowledge; but I do not claim
any particular credit on this account, for
I was taught from my childhood that the
great work in which we are engaged is
true, and designed for the salvation of
mankind. Until I was fifteen years old
I did not know this, but I believed it, my
heart was in it, and my feelings were en-
listed, and any opposite influence, obsta-
cle or power with which I came in con-
tact, even in my childhood, roused me in
a moment, and I felt that I was for the
truth and the people of God.

When I was sent on my first mission,
though only fifteen years of age, I be-
gan to learn and sense things for my-
self, I began to receive and bear tes-
timony of the truth. In my weakness
I endeavored to preach the Gospel, to
tell people the truth, and to explain
to them the way of life. This gave to
me a knowledge and fixed my faith and
feelings, and made them to me seem-
ingly unchangeable. But we are change-
able, weak and frail, we know not to-
day what we may do or what may oc-
cur tomorrow. This is a frail, poor,
low condition for the offspring of God
to be in, yet it is our condition exactly.
Notwithstanding this, men today will
boast of their greatness, power, wealth,
descent, associations, influence and hon-
ors, when the poor, insignificant, mis-
erable things may be dead and food for
worms tomorrow. That great thing that
boasted of his influence, is proud and
stands up in majesty today, may be food


