298

food, raiment, houses, and labors, and
how to make themselves useful and not
waste their time and strength on that
which does them no good; if I could see
this people as willing to be taught in
these things as they are in the great
things—the revelations of the prophets,
and what Jesus has said, and the beau-
ties of eternity, and the excellency of the
millennium, and what great men and
women we are going to be, that would be
delightful. But what would you be good
for if you were in that condition? Noth-
ing. What would you do? Nothing at all.
Learn to be good for something. We have
these things to learn here, or, if not here,
somewhere else; and if we are not willing
to learn here, and practice what we know
for the benefit of ourselves, and improve
on the grace God gives to us, how can he
bestow his blessings upon us in the next
state of existence? He will not do it; we
have to learn and be willing to be taught
here.

To return to the subjects of merchan-
dising and merchants. I know, and knew
sixteen years ago as well as I do today,
that from the very first the merchants
who came here were laying the founda-
tion for the uprooting of this people un-
less we had exceeding great faith; and
that every dollar that was given to them
was given to ruin you and me, and to de-
stroy the kingdom of God on the earth.
Can you believe this? "I do not know
anything about that," says one, "but I
think I shall go where I call buy my cal-
ico the cheapest, and I do not know that
it is any of your business where I buy
my ribbons, hats or coats; I think that
it is my business." It is just as much
my business, Latter-day Saints, to dic-
tate in these things as it is in regard
to the sacrament we are partaking of
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here today. Do the people know it? It is
strange to them. Because your priests in
England, France, Germany, in the East-
ern or Southern states, and the islands of
the sea, did not preach such doctrine, you
cannot receive it. Did they preach bap-
tism for the remission of sins? No. Then
why receive it? Our fathers and priests
did not preach any such doctrine as that
a man has a right to dictate in temporal
matters. Now by the same kind of rea-
soning, it might be proved that you could
never receive the doctrine of baptism for
the remission of sins. Why? Because the
priests did not preach it; your fathers
did not tell you that it was correct doc-
trine, and why did you receive it? Well,
you did receive it, and the Spirit of the
Lord bore witness that it was true. The
Spirit also bore witness that you should
have hands laid upon you for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost; and that the gifts
of tongues, of prophecy, of faith, and the
healing of the sick were to be enjoyed by
the Saints. Now ask the Father in the
name of Jesus whether I am telling you
the truth about temporal things or not,
and the same Spirit that bore witness
to you that baptism by immersion is the
correct way according to the Scriptures,
will bear witness that the man whom
God calls to dictate affairs in the build-
ing up of his Zion has the right to dic-
tate about everything connected with the
building up of Zion, yes even to the rib-
bons the women wear; and any person
who denies it is ignorant. There is not a
man or woman in the world who rises up
against this principle but what is igno-
rant; all such are destitute of the spirit
of revelation and enjoy not the Spirit of
Christ.

Do I want to dictate? No, I am
just as far from that, naturally, as a



