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between man and man, the performance
of this duty will purify themselves just
as much as any other labor. If a person
is not called to sit in the High Council,
he may be called to be a Bishop, and if
he is through his ward, faithfully looking
after the wants of the poor, examining
into the conduct of each and every fam-
ily to know whether they are orderly and
respectable, and whether they conduct
themselves accordingly to the word and
law of God, seeing there is no evil, back-
biting, mischief or any conduct unbecom-
ing Christians, he is laboring faithfully
in the discharge of his duty, and is en-
titled to the Spirit of the Lord to sanc-
tify his own heart and to purify himself,
just as much as if he were on his knees
praying. If an elder is called to go and
preach the Gospel, and he travels over
the plains, in a train or in the coach, or
by the railroad, or goes aboard a ship
and crosses the ocean, he is attending to
his duty in this just as much as though
he were in the High Council or on his
knees praying all the time. If a man
is called to go and labor for the poor, if
his Bishop calls upon him to go into the
canyon after a load of wood for the poor,
and he goes there, with his heart uplifted
to God, and with his eye single to the
building up of the kingdom, and gets the
load of wood and lays it at the door of
the Bishop for the poor, for the widow or
for those who cannot help themselves, he
is just as much in the line of his duty
in so doing as though he were on his
knees praying. And so we can proceed
with the whole duty of man. No matter
what the person is called to do, if it is
to build up the kingdom of God on the
earth, if he cheerfully perform the duty,
he is entitled to the Spirit of the Lord

—the Spirit of Truth—the Holy Ghost;
and will most assuredly possess the
same. There is a time for preaching, for
praying, for sacrament meetings, for la-
bor, and when we are attending to any
or all of these, in the season thereof, we
are entitled to the purifying influence of
the Spirit of God. If a man is called to go
and farm, and he goes faithfully about it,
because he is directed to do so by the au-
thorities that are over him, and he raises
his grain, his cattle, and brings forth his
crops to sustain man and beast, and does
this with an eye single to the glory of
God and for the building up of his king-
dom, he is just as much entitled to the
Spirit of the Lord, following his plough,
as I am in this pulpit preaching, accord-
ing to the ministry and calling, and the
duties devolving upon him. If a man
is called to deal in merchandise for the
benefit of the people of God; in travel-
ing to buy his goods, and looking after
them and their safety until they reach
their place of destination, and distribut-
ing those goods to the Saints and tak-
ing his pay for them, let him act with
an eye single to the glory of God and the
upbuilding of his kingdom on the earth,
and he is as much entitled to the Spirit
of the Lord and the Holy Ghost as a man
is preaching. If a man is called to raise
stock, and to procure machinery to man-
ufacture the clothing that is necessary
for the Saints, and he goes at that busi-
ness with his eye single to the building
up of the kingdom of God on the earth,
he is entitled to the Spirit of the Holy
Gospel, and he will receive and enjoy
it just as much as if he were preach-
ing the Gospel. Will he have the spirit
of teaching and expounding the Scrip-
tures? No, he has the spirit to know how
to raise sheep, to procure the wool, to
put machinery in operation to make the


