WEAKNESS OF THE HUMAN MIND.

families, let them take an honorable
course to obtain them; if they want
wives, they should marry them, and give
them their names honestly. What is the
condition of the world? If you go to Eu-
rope, to Germany, to France, and other
countries, what will you find? You need
not go beyond the United States; not
even beyond the City of Friends. I saw
a reservoir there in which they found
the bodies of twenty-nine children, when
cleaning it, and it had been cleaned but
a short time previously. Sometimes, I
was informed, they had found more in it.
It is a little better in England, for there
they will keep their illegitimate children
if they can, or give them away. If a man
wants a wife let him take one, and not
act the scoundrel. I will promise ev-
ery man on the face of this earth, that
ever was or ever will be, that if they will
betray the innocent and ruin the virtu-
ous they shall have damnation for their
portion. Set this people down by them-
selves and permit them to remain so
would there ever be any trouble among
them? No; there never would be, so long
as they would live their religion. Go to
cities west, north and east of us, and it is
not uncommon to find half-a-dozen men
dead by violence in a morning. What is
said about it? Why, nothing. But if a
scoundrel should meet his just deserts
here, what an outcry is made? The
Christian world is in an uproar about it.
Yet I do not wonder at it; the thing is so
rare. But if there were half-a-dozen men
killed a day here, as in some other places,
it would scarcely be noticed; it would not
be so rare.

Do the Latter-day Saints know
that they are gathered together to
be taught in temporal things, in all
their business movements and deal-
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ings, and to learn how to live in fami-
lies and as a community in peace and
happiness? We are charged with abus-
ing our families. There is not another
community on the earth where families
are loved, honored, respected, and cher-
ished as they are among the Latter-day
Saints—even if we do have more than
one wife. You know we are accused of al-
most every crime; and it is said that we
hold our families in bondage. They do
not look as if they were held in bondage.
They like to be held in the bondage they
are in; and there are a great many oth-
ers in the nations of the earth who feel
the same way, and whom we will gather
and hold in the same bondage—even in
the bonds of the Gospel.

Men are gathered here, and get the
spirit of the devil in them. They do feel
the influence of the Spirit of the Lord at
times, and then they are humble. But
they will allow the spirit of evil to seize
hold of them, and they will get full of pas-
sion and abuse a neighbor, a child, or a
wife. The wife will run to the bishop and
lay her complaint before him, and he will
chasten the husband. It seems to me at
times as though there are some men and
women who are never happy only when
they are miserable, they appear to de-
light so much in quarreling and contend-
ing. But if they will strive to live ac-
cording to the principles of the Gospel,
they will overcome that, with everything
else which hinders their progress in the
truth. We are here to be sanctified, that
every thought, and desire and feeling
may be brought into subjection to the
will of God.

You Latter-day Saints are gath-
ered expressly that husbands may be
taught how to live with their wives,



