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nize the elements to bring forth for our
own wants, and do all we do in the name
of the Lord and to his glory. Will it add
anything to his glory? No, but he desires
to see his children doing right and liv-
ing according to the laws of life; and he
has brought forth light into the world for
this purpose, that we might be saved and
know how to obtain eternal life; know
how to govern and control ourselves and
deal gently with one another; how to in-
crease the kingdom of God and spread
abroad peace throughout the land, that
all may be quietness, peace, good order,
and happiness. Would that not be al-
most Zion? If we will do this we can pro-
duce heaven here upon the earth. If we
want to enjoy the principles and spirit
of heaven, we must live so as to pro-
duce them in our own bosoms; and if
we should unfortunately find ourselves
in hell, it will be because by our acts we
will have so chosen. When we are truly
one we will be one in those things that
pertain to this life.

We do not wish harm to those who
have not the faith which we possess. We
wish good to all mankind; and desire to
do good to all who will permit us. But
we should commence our labors of love
and kindness with the family to which
we belong; and then extend them to oth-
ers. It is written, "If any provide not
for his own, and specially for those of
his own house, he hath denied the faith,
and is worse than an infidel." If we do
not seek the welfare of the household of
faith, we will sooner or later deny the
faith. Our mission is not to build up
the wicked anywhere. We are called out
of the world to build up the kingdom of
God. We are here to promote the prin-
ciples of heaven, and advance the pur-
poses of the Almighty, and no others,
and when you spend a dollar to build up

any other power or kingdom than the
one which God has established, you are
doing wrong, and you will find it out
sooner or later. Sometimes when I think
of these things I am very strenuous in
my feelings; and some might think that
I was whipping them to it just as we
have been whipped into being an inde-
pendent people. We have been whipped,
and beaten, and kicked out of doors; we
have been told to go and take care of
ourselves; our houses, our lands, and all
we had got were wanted by our enemies;
and we were driven into the wilderness
to starve. Thus we have been whipped
to be independent. Have we statesmen
here amongst us? Yes, the best in the
world, and that is not boasting. We have
been obliged to learn how to govern our-
selves and the people. If we know how
to manufacture what we need, to draw
a sustenance from the elements in this
forbidding country, it is because we have
been obliged to do so. When we came
here, if we did not know how to get shoes,
we knew how to go barefooted. I will ven-
ture to say that not one of four out of
my family had shoes to their feet when
we came to this valley. Necessity is said
to be the mother of invention; and if we
did not know how to make moccasins we
learned. And we learned how to govern
and control ourselves.

Occasionally it is said, and published
in the world, "What a terrible people
these Mormons are! No man's life is
safe in Utah!" Put this people by them-
selves and there would not be a law-
suit among them in a year, nor a mur-
der in fifty years; nor ever, if they
would live their religion. But if men
try to crowd into our houses to se-
duce our wives, sisters, and daughters,
they should take care. If they want


