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polygamy a transgression of the law of
the United States? How are we trans-
gressing that law? In no other way than
by obeying a revelation which God has
given unto us touching a religious or-
dinance of his Church. And the anti-
polygamy law has yet to be tested, as to
its constitutionality, by the courts which
have jurisdiction. By and by men will ap-
pear in the departments of the Govern-
ment who will inquire into the validity
of some laws and question their consti-
tutionality. Marriage is a civil contract.
You might as well make a law to say how
many children a man shall have, as to
make a law to say how many wives he
shall have. It would be as sensible to
make a law to say how many horses or
oxen he shall possess, or how many cows
his wife shall milk. If a woman wants
to live with me as a wife, all right; but
the law says you must not marry her,
and own her as your wife openly. As
the law stands, she can come home to
me, not as my wife, you know; she can
sweep my house, make my bed, help me
to make the butter and cheese, and share
in all my pleasure and wealth, but the
ceremony of marriage must not be per-
formed. This is what is practiced in the
outside world from the President in his
chair to the lowest dog-whipper on the
street that has means to obtain. They
have their mistresses, and thereby vi-
olate every principle of virtue, chastity
and righteousness.

In the large cities of the east—New
York, Philadelphia, Washington, Cincin-
nati, Albany, Boston, etc., clubs are
formed, composed of young men of those
cities who pass in society as bachelors.
Instead of entering into the honorable
state of marriage, they hire and sup-
port girls. If one of the young men
in the club should get honorably mar-
ried, he is at once rejected, and his

name is erased from the roll. The mem-
bers of those clubs have their girls here
and there; but no binding contract ex-
ists between them, either for time or
eternity—for this life or that which is to
come. They are hired the same as you
would hire a horse and chaise at a liv-
ery stable; you go out a few days for a
ride, return again, put up your horse,
pay down your money, and you are freed
from all further responsibility. The Lord
of heaven and earth frowns upon this
sort of traffic. The constitution and every
just law of the United States are opposed
to it. All honorable ladies and gentlemen
in North and South America, and in all
the world, should be ready to raise their
voices against it, in terms of indignation
and disgust.

The last time I was in the city of Low-
ell there were fourteen thousand more
females than males in that one city. That
is many years ago. They live and die in
a single state, and are forgotten. Have
they filled the measure of their creation,
and accomplished the design of heaven
in bringing them upon the earth? No;
they have not. Two thousand good, God-
fearing men should go there, and take
to themselves seven wives apiece. It is
written in the Bible, "And in that day
seven women shall take hold of one man,
saying, We will eat our own bread, and
wear our own apparel: only let us be
called by thy name, to take away our re-
proach." The Government of the United
States do not intend that that prophecy
shall be fulfilled, and the Lord Almighty
means that it shall. Do you not think
that the Lord will conquer? I think
he will, and we are helping him. It
is the decree of the Almighty, that in
the last days seven women shall take
hold of one man, &c., to be counseled
and advised by him, being willing to
spin their own wool, make their own


