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blessings which Abraham obtained, you
will be polygamists at least in your faith,
or you will come short of enjoying the sal-
vation and the glory which Abraham has
obtained. This is as true as that God
lives. You who wish that there were no
such thing in existence, if you have in
your hearts to say: "We will pass along
in the Church without obeying or sub-
mitting to it in our faith or believing
this order, because, for aught that we
know, this community may be broken up
yet, and we may have lucrative offices
offered to us; we will not, therefore, be
polygamists lest we should fail in obtain-
ing some earthly honor, character, and
office, etc." The man that has that in
his heart, and will continue to persist in
pursuing that policy, will come short of
dwelling in the presence of the Father
and the Son, in celestial glory. The only
men who become Gods, even the Sons of
God, are those who enter into polygamy.
Others attain unto a glory and may even
be permitted to come into the presence of
the Father and the Son; but they cannot
reign as kings in glory, because they had
blessings offered unto them, and they re-
fused to accept them.

The Lord gave a revelation through
Joseph Smith, His servant; and we have
believed and practiced it. Now, then, it
is said that this must be done away be-
fore we are permitted to receive our place
as a State in the Union. It may be, or
it may not be. One of the twin relics—
slavery—they say, is abolished. I do not,
however, wish to speak about this; but if
slavery and oppression and ironhanded
cruelty are not more felt by the blacks to-
day than before, I am glad of it. My heart
is pained for that unfortunate race of
men. One twin relic having been stran-
gled, the other, they say, must next be
destroyed. It is they and God for it,

and you will all find that out. It is not
Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, and
Daniel H. Wells and the Elders of Israel
they are fighting against; but it is the
Lord Almighty. What is the Lord going to
do? He is going to do just as he pleases,
and the world cannot help themselves.

I heard the revelation on polygamy,
and I believed it with all my heart, and
I know it is from God—I know that he
revealed it from heaven; I know that it
is true, and understand the bearings of
it and why it is. "Do you think that we
shall ever be admitted as a State into the
Union without denying the principle of
polygamy?" If we are not admitted until
then, we shall never be admitted. These
things will be just as the Lord will. Let
us live to take just what he sends to us,
and when our enemies rise up against
us, we will meet them as we can, and
exercise faith and pray for wisdom and
power more than they have, and contend
continually for the right. Go along, my
children, saith the Lord, do all you can,
and remember that your blessings come
through your faith. Be faithful and cut
the corners of your enemies where you
can—get the advantage of them by faith
and good works, take care of yourselves,
and they will destroy themselves. Be
what you should be, live as you should,
and all will be well.

Who knows but the time will come
when the inquiry will be made in Wash-
ington, by the President, by the Con-
gressmen: "Are things any worse in
Utah than in Washington: than they
are in New York? Or in any State of
the Union? Are they more unvirtuous,
are they more disloyal to the Govern-
ment? But then there is polygamy."
That has nothing in the least to do with
our being loyal or disloyal, one way or
the other. But is not the practice of


