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like if they are asked to sell their stock
or put themselves about in the least to
pay their just debts. I have had to con-
tend for, and defend men of business who
have sought to do the community good
in transacting business here, from being
imposed upon in this way. But there is
no need of further explanation regard-
ing this; we all understand it; if there
are strangers, or any who belong to the
church, who do not understand it, watch
the careers and lives of those who have
been long in the church and who un-
derstand true principle, and see whether
they pay their debts or not.

Now, I ask every man and woman
who wishes an honorable name in the
Church and kingdom of God upon the
earth, if they have entertained any idea
of going to law, to banish it from their
minds at once. We have our Bishop's
courts; they can tell us what is right.
We have our High Councils, and we have
also our Selectmen here who are sus-
tained by the suffrages of the people. If
you are not satisfied with the decisions
of the Bishop's court and the High Coun-
cil, call upon the Selectmen, and let them
judge your case. We may be told that it
is necessary for us to have a lawyer to
present our case in a legal manner be-
fore the courts; but the less we have to
do with this class of professional men the
easier and cheaper will our difficulties be
settled. When a lawyer is going to court
with a case, if you ask him, "Do you cal-
culate to be honest?"

"Certainly."
"Just?"
"Yes, sir."
"Truthful?"
"Most assuredly."
"Do you expect, in presenting a

case to the court, to do anything

more than to present the facts in the
case?"

"No."
"Where do you get the facts which you

present before the judge and jury?"
"From the witnesses."
"Have you men of common sense on

the jury?"
"Yes; the best we can find; they are

men of good capacity and capable of judg-
ing right from wrong."

Then what good does it do to reiter-
ate the testimony of witnesses before the
jury? It is an endeavor to make white
black and black white, to make the jury
believe that they do not know anything,
but that "I know it all," and "I tell you
law," &c. Lawyers will quote law that
has been obsolete for years before a jury
who may not be so well acquainted with
the letter of the law, and this they will do
to endeavor, if possible, to blind the eyes
and confuse the minds of the judge and
jury, to make out something that is dif-
ferent from the facts in the case. Is this
the business and duty of a lawyer? It is
not. His duty is to place facts before the
court. The jury can hear the witnesses
as well as the lawyer can, the judge can
hear the witnesses as well as the lawyer
can, and when the simple facts are told,
then let just men decide.

It should be considered beneath the
profession of a lawyer to endeavor to
clear the guilty, and place the innocent
in bonds or bring them into disrepute.
I wish to say to that class of gentle-
men who are here, that if they expect
to break up this people by lawsuits, I
think they will have a hard time. I will
use my influence with every good man,
whether he is in the church or out of
it, never to think of going to law. What
comes of litigation? Poverty and degra-
dation to any community that will en-


