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God to us. They are worthy to be talked
of, worthy to be lived for, and to rejoice
over, because they are true.

We have warned our own and other
nations; and so far our garments are
clear of the blood of this generation.
There never were men in the flesh who
labored harder and tried more to fulfil
the commandments of God than the el-
ders of this Church have done. Some
of our elders have traveled over 100,000
miles in thirty years to preach the
Gospel and build up the kingdom of God;
and the Lord Almighty has labored with
us.

I have an anxiety—a strong desire, to
see the people of the Latter-day Saints—
the inhabitants of Zion, rise up and put
on their strength. I desire to see them in-
crease in the knowledge of the truth, in
faith and good works, and in the knowl-
edge of the things of the kingdom of God.
The Lord is not pleased with wickedness
and sin. Let any man look at our own
beloved country. There is more crime
now committed in ten years in it, than
used to be in a century. Will the Lord
bear with this? No, he will not. He has
already destroyed two great and pow-
erful nations that dwelt on this conti-
nent, and the remnants of another are
scattered over the country in the mis-
erable few who bear the marks of the
curse of God upon them—the Indians. If
men shed innocent blood, do wickedly,
and work iniquity, the seed that they
sow they must reap the harvest of.

If the Latter-day Saints, to whom the
Lord has revealed the light and truth
of the Gospel, were to prove unfaithful
and rebel against God, they would be
cursed below any people on the earth,
below even these miserable Lamanites
that we see wandering around our set-
tlements; for we know more than they
or their fathers knew; we know better
what the mind and will of God is. It
is that knowledge that has sustained us
for the last thirty years, and over. We
know this is the kingdom of God; that
we are the friends of God; that the king-
dom will stand; and woe be to that na-
tion, kindred, tongue, or people, to that
individual or family under the whole
heaven that lifts a hand against the
Lord's anointed or against the friends
of God, for they will feel the chastening
hand of God. We wish this generation
well, and we have labored hard to try
and save them. Whether men believe or
disbelieve is nothing to us; it is our busi-
ness to keep the commandments of God.
If we live so as to keep the Spirit of God
with us we will have power to do good
and to carry out the things which he re-
quires at our hands.

Be true and faithful; do your duty to
yourselves, to your country, to your God,
and to one another. When we do this we
shall overcome and inherit eternal lives.
May God grant that we may do so for
Christ's sake. Amen.


