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that this is the kingdom of God. They
know this by the revelations of Jesus
Christ. It is not the testimony of an-
other man that gives me the knowledge
for myself. If I had not the testimony
of truth for myself I would not be qual-
ified to build up this kingdom. There is
no man or woman qualified to build up
the kingdom of God if they have not the
testimony of truth for themselves.

I will say to this congregation, Jew
and Gentile, believer and unbeliever,
that this is the great kingdom spoken
of by Daniel, the commencement of the
Zion of our God, which every prophet has
spoken of who has referred to the Zion
of the last days. The Lord has sworn by
himself, because he could swear by no
greater, that he will establish it in the
latter days. But to do this he must get
a people to work with him. It could not
be done otherwise if the world stood for
a million years, for it is by the agency
which men hold that he accomplishes his
purposes on the earth. The Lord pre-
pared the way for this age and genera-
tion, and he has raised up some of the
noblest spirits in this dispensation that
ever dwelt in the flesh. He ordained
Joseph Smith from before the foundation
of the world, to come forth and lay the
foundation of his kingdom. Those that
knew Joseph know that he was true and
faithful unto death. He labored, after he
was ordained with Oliver Cowdery, four-
teen years, two months and twenty-one
days, in the establishment of this work,
after he organized the first branch, with
six members on the 6th day of April,
1830. He was martyred on the 27th
June, 1844. What did he accomplish,
raised up, as he was, in the midst of a
generation as full of tradition as the in-
habitants of the earth were in the days
of Noah, and almost as unbelieving as
that generation were? He had to com-

bat the errors of our forefathers which
had been handed down for generations.
He built upon the same foundation that
Jesus and the Apostles built upon. He
preached the same Gospel accompa-
nied by the same ordinances that they
preached. He organized the Church in
the same way, with the same gifts and
blessings, and the same Spirit accompa-
nied the Gospel to those who believed.
The elders went forth calling upon the
children of men to repent and be bap-
tized for the remission of sins, and have
hands laid upon them that they might
receive the Holy Ghost. And the testi-
mony was, that if they obeyed the Gospel
they would receive that Spirit. Did the
Lord sustain that testimony by giving
the Holy Ghost from the heavens? He
did, as every faithful man and woman
in this Church knows and can bear tes-
timony to before God, angels and men.
This was a great work. He lived un-
til he sent the Gospel to the nations of
the earth; he built temples, gave endow-
ments to the Twelve and others, and
told them that they must bear off this
kingdom. He accomplished all that the
Lord required of him, and he sealed his
testimony with his blood; and his tes-
timony is in force today. Had Joseph
Smith shrunk from the duty which God
required of him; had he said, "It is un-
popular, I will not make as much by
preaching the Gospel as if I were to
let it alone, I will only be persecuted,"
the consequence would have been he
would have been damned. The Lord
would have taken the priesthood from
him, and held him responsible for the
testimony he had given him. We are
all in this position. If we do not do
our duty and bear a faithful testimony
to this generation, the Lord will hold
us responsible. This generation, who
have shed the blood of Joseph Smith
and his brother Hyrum and others of the


