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preached the Gospel to their spirits in
prison that they might be judged like
men in the flesh. So you may trace the
history of the kingdom of God through
the world, generation after generation,
and there is no generation that we have
ever read of, the majority of whom have
been willing to serve the Lord.

Look at the days of Abraham, whose
faith was so great that he was called
the father of the faithful. He was an
heir to the royal priesthood, another no-
ble spirit, the friend of God. He came
upon this earth, not in a way of light,
but through idolatrous parents. His fa-
ther was an idolater. I do not know who
his grandfather was; but his father had
false gods that he worshipped and sac-
rificed to. God inspired Abraham, and
his eyes were opened so that he saw
and understood something of the deal-
ings of the Lord with the children of men.
He understood that there was a God
in heaven, a living and true God, and
that no man should worship any other
God but Him. These were the feelings
of Abraham, and he taught his father's
house, and all around him, as far as he
had the privilege. The consequence was,
his father and the idolatrous priests of
that day sought to take his life. In the
book of Abraham, translated in our day
and generation, we are informed that
Abraham was bound, and those priests
sought to take his life, but the Lord
delivered him from them. One reason
why they did so was, that he had gone
into those places which his father consid-
ered sacred, and among the wooden gods
which were there, and, being filled with
anger that his father should bow down
and worship gods of wood and stone, he
broke them. When his father saw that
his son Abraham had broken his gods he
was very angry with him. But Abraham,
trying to reason with his father, said

that probably the gods had got to fight-
ing among themselves and had killed one
another. He tried to bring him to rea-
son, but his father did not believe they
had life enough to kill one another. If
he had possessed the spirit which his
son had, he would have said there is no
power with these gods; but he did not,
and Abraham had to flee from his fa-
ther's house, confiding in the Lord, who
gave many promises to him and concern-
ing his posterity.

We have no account of the Lord hav-
ing organized a kingdom upon the earth
in that day; but he gave the priesthood
to Abraham, who taught his children the
principles of righteousness. Isaac taught
Jacob; and Jacob's sons, the twelve Pa-
triarchs, were taught by the priesthood,
and God gave unto them many great and
glorious blessings. From that time until
the days of Moses we can trace in sacred
history that the Lord had witnesses on
the earth, from time to time, who were
raised up and bore record of the truth to
the people. Moses was raised up and led
Israel forty years, he was a high priest
after the order of Melchizedek, and re-
ceived his priesthood from Jethro, his
father-in-law, who received it through
Abraham. Moses undertook to preach
the Gospel to the Israelites; but they
were very dark, very prone to evil, as
well as the Gentiles around them; and
they had not that faith and the fulness
of inspiration which the Lord desired,
to build up his kingdom; consequently,
they had a law of carnal commandments
given to them to bring them to Christ.
The Lord labored with them, and Moses
labored with them; he could not leave
them for a short time but they were
ready to turn to idolatry and make a
golden calf to worship, or something con-
trary to the kingdom of God.


