THE PRIESTHOOD ANCIENT AND MODERN.

for we are informed by revelation that
the city was translated and all its inhab-
itants. There were not men enough in
the days of Enoch who were willing to
sustain that which was right; one part
or other had to leave the earth; and the
Lord translated Enoch and his city and
took them home to Himself.

You may trace the history of the king-
dom of God from that time down, and you
will find this prevailing among the na-
tions of the earth. They were prone to
evil, to sin, to blasphemy, to lie, to steal,
to swear, to commit adultery, to pollute
the earth which they inherited, in their
day and generation, and hence it was
an impossibility for the Lord to estab-
lish His kingdom among the children of
men, unless He could find willing minds
enough to receive that kingdom, to build
it up and sustain it and do the works of
righteousness. The devil did not make
this earth. It never belonged to him, and
never will; but Lucifer was cast down to
the earth with the third part of the hosts
of heaven, and they have dwelt here un-
til today. They remain here yet; and they
have had their effect upon the hearts and
minds and lives of the children of men
for nearly six thousand years—from the
time that man was cast out of the Gar-
den of Eden into the cold and dreary
world.

The Lord has set His hand many
times in different dispensations to es-
tablish His kingdom upon the earth,
He has raised up men—noble spirits—
who have come forth and tabernacled
in the flesh at different periods and
times. He has inspired those men; given
them revelations; filled them with inspi-
ration, with light, with truth, with the
things of the kingdom of God; and many
of them had the vision of their minds
opened to behold the fate of the work of
God in all generations—the beginning,
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the middle and the end. Many old
prophets have seen, by revelation, our
day, have seen the sorrow, calamity, war,
and afflictions in various dispensations
and ages of the world. The earth had be-
come so corrupted under its inhabitants
in the days of Noah, that the word of
the Lord came to him to build an ark;
he received revelation from God to pre-
pare to save himself and his family, while
the wicked were destroyed. Enoch be-
fore him had seen this event; he had
seen the same things as Noah. The Lord
had shown him what was in the future.
Whenever a generation have corrupted
themselves and defiled the earth, and
the cup of their iniquity is full, the Lord
has brought judgments upon that gener-
ation. This we have ample testimony of
from the commencement of the world.
Noah was 120 years building the ark,
we are informed in the Scriptures, and
during that time he preached the Gospel.
How many who were willing to believe
his testimony? Only eight souls in all,
including himself. He was very unpop-
ular, I presume, and had as much de-
rision heaped upon his head, for build-
ing an ark on dry ground, as any man
that ever lived on the earth. But Noah
was a prophet and a messenger of God,
called to warn that generation and to
build an ark, and if he had not done it
he would have been held responsible for
the lives of himself and family and all
that generation. But he had the Spirit
of God and was willing to do as he was
told, whether the doctrine he preached
was popular or unpopular. He built the
ark, and went into it with his family,
and they were saved. The history of the
flood and of the salvation of Noah and
his family is well known. He performed
the work assigned him to do, and was
saved; and that generation went to hell,
there to remain until Christ went and



