
240 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

salvation and call upon the children of
men to cease their wickedness and their
warring against God and one another,
and embrace those saving principles that
will lead them to life here and to eter-
nal life hereafter. We shall preach on,
we shall struggle on until the kingdoms
of this world shall become the kingdoms
of our God and his Christ. To be gentle
and kind, modest and truthful, to be full
of faith and integrity, doing no wrong is
of God; goodness sheds a halo of loveli-
ness around every person who possesses
it, making their countenances beam with
light, and their society desirable because
of its excellency. They are loved of God,
of holy angels, and of all the good on
earth, while they are hated, envied, ad-
mired and feared by the wicked.

What, then, is the mission of Satan,
that common foe of all the children of
men? It is to destroy and make deso-
late. When this house was built, every
principle, every desire that prompted the
putting of these materials together, had
good for its object in making the peo-
ple comfortable and happy. The desire
to build cities, open farms, set out or-
chards and adorn and beautify the earth
in every possible way is of God. But
you say that those who do not believe
in religion at all do that. Very good,
are not their lives as much in the hands
of God as yours and mine? Does He
not prompt them day by day to do good,
and blessed are they who resist not the
Spirit. There is a spirit of truth gone
forth to all the inhabitants of the world.
The book of Job says, "But there is a
spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding."
Again, it is written of Jesus, "That was
the true Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world." "For every
one that doeth evil hateth the light, nei-
ther cometh to the light, lest his deeds

should be reproved. But he that doeth
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds
may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God."

There is that in all men which
prompts them to do good and forsake
evil; then there is another principle
which prompts them to do evil and for-
sake the good. The few who have moral
courage enough to yield obedience to the
promptings of the Spirit of God, bring-
ing themselves in subjection to his will,
are the ones who compose the church
and kingdom of God on the earth, so far
as they have opportunity. Whatsoever is
good is of God, no matter by whom pos-
sessed or presented. If the devil presents
principles that are good and pure and
lovely, they are not of him, but they are
of God.

The devil delights in the work of
destruction—to burn and lay waste and
destroy the whole earth. He delights to
convulse and throw into confusion the af-
fairs of men, politically, religiously and
morally, introducing war with its long
train of dreadful consequences. It is evil
which causeth all these miseries and all
deformity to come upon the inhabitants
of the earth. But that which is of God
is pure, lovely, holy, and full of all ex-
cellency and truth, no matter where it is
found, in hell, in heaven, upon the earth,
or in the planets. Let us live in obedience
to the good; let us live our religion.

I do not know that I have explained
these things sufficiently clear to you.
The thread of the whole subject is clearly
defined in my mind. I know what the
children of men are when they come
upon the earth, and the influence that
attends them, and the power of Satan
who lives upon the earth by permission
like the wicked and ungodly do. Will we
live our religion? I hope so. It was asked


