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wonder, then, that there is hatred and
bitterness manifested; that the servants
of God have had to watch continually to
guard against the attacks of the enemy;
that the blood of Joseph and Hyrum,
David Patten, and others has been shed,
and that the Saints, whose only crime
was desiring to serve God in truth,
virtue, uprightness, and sincerity, have
been persecuted and afflicted all the day
long? I do not wonder at it; there is no
room for wonder in the minds of those
who understand the work in which we
are engaged.

This power, which is waging a war-
fare against us, would shed the blood of
every man and woman who profess to
be Latter-day Saints and who try with
all their might to live their religion and
honor the Holy Priesthood. There is no
excess of cruelty at which they who are
influenced by it would stop, no length to
which they would not go to accomplish
their damnable and hellish purposes.
Why? Because the devil was a mur-
derer from the beginning—he has mur-
dered from the beginning; he prompted
the first murder, and he prompted the
last one. It was he who prompted men
at all times to shed the blood of inno-
cence, and seek by so doing to stop the
work of God. He induced Judas to betray
and shed the blood of Jesus Christ—to
shed the most precious blood that ever
flowed in human veins. He it was who
stirred men up to commit these murders,
impressing them with the false idea that
some great advantage would result from
such crimes, and that they would be able
to check the progress of the kingdom of
God and arrest the purposes of Jeho-
vah. And it is the same power which
is at work today and that suggested to
men to shed the blood of Joseph, and in-
stilled into their minds the thought that
if they could kill him they could thereby
interrupt the work of God. But, as

we see, instead of accomplishing what
they expected, they have only forwarded
the purposes of God our heavenly Father.

In suggesting to men to shed the
blood of Jesus Christ, and the blood of
innocence in every dispensation and age
when God has had a people on the earth,
the devil has shown great ignorance and
blindness, and God has, through his su-
perior wisdom and power, overruled all
these acts for his own glory, and for the
accomplishment of his own purposes and
the salvation of man upon the earth. We
shall have his hatred to meet, and no
man need suppose for a moment that
Latter-day Saints can avoid it, for in so
doing he deceives himself. As long as
there is any power on the earth that can
be wielded by Satan we shall have to en-
counter these things and contend with
them; and any man not connected with
us who imagines that this continued and
unceasing warfare is going to discourage
us, or cause our determination to roll
forth the kingdom of God to slacken in
the least, deceives himself. He knows not
the men who are engaged in this work,
and the power which God has bestowed,
and the light and intelligence he has im-
parted to us respecting this conflict in
which we are engaged. God has reserved
spirits for this dispensation who have
the courage and determination to face
the world, and all the powers of the evil
one, visible and invisible, to proclaim the
Gospel, and maintain the truth, and es-
tablish and build up the Zion of our God,
fearless of all consequences. He has sent
these spirits in this generation to lay the
foundation of Zion never more to be over-
thrown, and to raise up a seed that will
be righteous, and that will honor God,
and honor him supremely, and be obedi-
ent to him under all circumstances.


