
228 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

If we converse with the votaries of
modern Christianity about the persecu-
tions which the Apostles and Prophets
endured, and which all righteous men in
every age have endured from the hands
of the wicked, they say that those were
ages of barbarism and darkness; civiliza-
tion and enlightenment had not spread
their benign influences over the inhabi-
tants of the earth; the printing press was
not in existence, and the benefits that
flow therefrom were not known and en-
joyed by man; they were, consequently,
dark, uneducated, and ignorant, and
therefore superstitious and cruel. To
such ignorance and darkness do many
modern Christians attribute the perse-
cutions righteous men met with in for-
mer days. But in this day, they say,
we live in the blaze of Gospel light; the
Bible is published in almost every lan-
guage, and extensive means have been
taken to disseminate the truth, and the
exhibition of those cruel feelings which
were common in ancient times are not
to be seen now. Thus they delude them-
selves with the idea that they are bet-
ter than were the fathers, even as the
Jews did in the days of Jesus when they
exclaimed, "If we had been in the days
of our fathers, we would not have been
partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets;" and they built the tombs of
the Prophets, and garnished the sepul-
chres of the righteous; but Jesus said
unto them, "Wherefore ye be witnesses
unto yourselves, that ye are the children
of them which killed the prophets." "Fill
ye up then the measure of your fathers."

To reason with many men upon
this subject, and to have them rea-
son in return, they would impress you
with the idea that the antagonism
which formerly existed between Satan
and God has ceased, and that there
is a sort of amnesty existing between
them, and hence Satan does not have

that power over the hearts of men that
he had formerly. This is a very great
delusion, and a very common one. It is
a delusion which has been common to
every generation when the Gospel has
been preached among the inhabitants of
the earth. Every generation has flat-
tered itself that it is a little better than
the one that preceded it. Every gener-
ation has prided itself in its knowledge
and great advancement in the arts and
sciences and its superiority over preced-
ing generations; yet the power of the
adversary and his hatred of righteous-
ness and truth are as great today as
they ever were since the creation of the
earth. The moment a man undertakes
to proclaim true principles—to declare
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and exhort
the people to cry unto God in faith, he
stirs up in the hearts of the people a
feeling of opposition and strife which,
if he be not acquainted with the cause,
strikes him with wonder and astonish-
ment. How often has it been the case
that our Elders, in going forth to preach,
have labored among people who were ig-
norant of the existence of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and of
their principles, or, if they have heard
anything, it has been but little. This
could not be done now; but there have
been times in the past when it could be
done. But when Elders could go to places
where the people had heard but little
or nothing about the Latter-day Saints,
as soon as they commenced declaring to
the people that God had spoken from
the heavens, and exhorted the people to
seek unto God, and He would answer
their prayers as anciently, a spirit of op-
position would be aroused. This has
been so time and time again with our
people, showing that it is not the evils
of the Latter-day Saints, nor because
they are polygamists, &c., that they
are hated; for they met with opposition


