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As it regards our religious status, we
feel just the same in relation to that, for
everything is connected with our religion
and our God. We are not indebted to
any church in existence for the position
which we occupy, nor for the intelligence
we are in possession of. We have no need
to trace our authority through the Popes,
or through any other medium, we care
nothing about them. We do not need ei-
ther to go to the Roman or to the Greek
Church to find out whether we are right
or wrong, where our religion commenced,
and whether we are placed on the right
or on the wrong foundation. We are not
under the necessity of searching the Jew-
ish records, or any other records, in re-
lation to these matters. We are not in-
debted to any of the schools, academies,
or systems of divinity, or theology, or any
of the religious systems extant, nor to
any of the heathen nations. There is
no nation, people, kingdom, government;
no religious or political authority of any
kind that is of an earthly nature, that we
have to go to in relation to this matter.
We disclaim the whole of them; claim no
affinity to any of them; are not of them
nor from them; and, consequently, so far
as they are concerned, we are perfectly
independent of them. Our religion came
from God; it is a revelation from the Most
High; it is that everlasting Gospel which
John saw an angel bring to be preached
in all the earth, and to every people, na-
tion, kindred, and tongue, crying with
a loud voice, fear God and give glory to
Him, for the hour of His judgment is
come.

Then God is the author of our re-
ligion; He has revealed it from the
heavens; He has sent His holy an-
gels for that purpose, who communi-
cated it to Joseph Smith and others.
Having restored the everlasting Gospel,
He has sent it forth to all the world,
and those men who have delivered
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that Gospel to us have received it by rev-
elation directly from God, and have been
ordained by that authority. If God has
not spoken, if the heavens have not been
opened, if the angels of God have not
appeared, then we have no religion—it
is all a farce; for, as I have said before,
we claim no kindred, no affinity, or rela-
tionship with them—God forbid that we
should, we do not want it. This, then,
is the platform we stand upon; this is
the position that we occupy before God;
for this is God's work that we are en-
gaged in. If He has given any author-
ity in the last days to mankind, we are
in possession of that authority; and if He
has not, then we have no authority, nor
any true religion, nor any true hope. I
shall not this morning enter into all the
arguments concerning these matters. All
that I can say to you is what Paul said
in his day, "Ye are his witnesses of these
things; and so is the Holy Ghost, whom
God hath given to them that obey him."

Brethren, is your religion true, and
do you know it? (Voices, yes). Yes, you
know and realize it; it is written in liv-
ing, indelible characters on your hearts,
which nothing can remove. We are living
witnesses of the truth of God and the rev-
elations which He has given to His peo-
ple in these last days. Well, then, we are
not concerned about what the nations of
the world can do against it, for they will
crumble and totter, and thrones will be
cast down, as it is written in the Scrip-
tures. The empires of the earth may be
dissolved, and all the nations may crum-
ble to pieces, and wars, and pestilence,
and famine may stalk through the earth;
this is not our affair; they are not our na-
tions; they are not God's nations. Reli-
gionists may squabble, and contend, and
quarrel, and live in difficulty, doubt, and
uncertainty in relation to their affairs;
but that is none of our business, it is



