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world who can realize the blessings
which we enjoy unless their minds are
enlightened by the Spirit of the liv-
ing God. There are, in fact, compara-
tively few among the Saints who realize
their true position, and who can compre-
hend correctly the blessings and privi-
leges that they are in possession of; for
men can only grasp these things as they
are enlightened by the spirit of truth,
by the spirit of revelation—by the Holy
Ghost—which has been imparted to the
Saints by the laying on of hands, and
through their obedience to the princi-
ples of the everlasting Gospel. If men
are in the dark in relation to any of
these principles, it is because they do
not live their religion; because they do
not walk according to that light which
has been given to them; because, as we
have heard here, they do not pray suffi-
ciently, they do not deny themselves of
evil, and cleave close enough to the prin-
ciples of eternal truth. The Gospel is cal-
culated to lead us on from truth to truth,
and from intelligence to intelligence, un-
til that Scripture will be fulfilled which
declares that we shall see as we are seen
and know as we are known, until one will
not have to say to another, know ye the
Lord, but all shall know Him from the
least unto the greatest, until the light
and intelligence of God shall beam forth
upon all, and all shall bask in the sun-
light of eternal truth.

It is a blessing to have the privi-
lege of meeting together in our general
Conference, where the Authorities of
the Church can assemble from different
parts of the Territory, and of the earth,
to learn the law of God, to transact busi-
ness pertaining to His Church and king-
dom, and to build up and establish righ-
teousness on the earth. We cannot re-
alize the extent of the blessings that we
enjoy. We are situated differently from
any other people under the face of the

heavens. There is no people, no gov-
ernment, no kingdom, no nation, no as-
sembly of people, civil, religious, politi-
cal, or otherwise, that enjoy the bless-
ings that we are in possession of this day;
for whilst others are groping in the dark
and laboring in a state of uncertainty in
relation to the position that they occupy,
whether political or religious, we are free
from any surmises or doubts concerning
these matters.

As it regards our political status, we
are well acquainted with that; we know
the destiny of this Church and kingdom;
we know the position that we occupy to-
wards God and towards the world; we
know that the Lord will accomplish His
own purposes; and having this knowl-
edge, we rest perfectly easy in relation
to the result. We know that the kingdom
of God, which is established among us,
will continue to spread, increase, and ex-
tend, until it covers the earth; and we
know that all the plotting, and machina-
tions, and designs, and combinations of
men and devils will not be able to stop
it in its progress; but as it has begun
to roll forth, its speed will continue to
accelerate until it has accomplished all
for which it is designed of God, and un-
til the kingdoms of this world shall be-
come the kingdoms of our God and His
Christ, and He shall reign with universal
empire over this earth, and to Him ev-
ery knee shall bow and every tongue con-
fess. Therefore, we have no trembling,
no feeling of fear, no anxiety or care as
to the result. All that we have to care
about in relation to these matters is, that
we, individually and collectively, do our
duty; that we maintain our integrity be-
fore God; that we honor our Priesthood
and our calling; that we pursue a course
that shall at all times receive the smiles
and approbation of the Most High, and
then as to the result we care not for we
know what the result will be.


