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born." "Truth is a knowledge of things
as they are, and as they were, and as
they are to come; And whatsoever is
more or less than this is the spirit of
that wicked one who was a liar from the
beginning." "He that keepeth the com-
mandments of God receiveth truth and
light until he is glorified in truth and
knoweth all things." "Truth" is a princi-
ple of power, and "is independent in that
sphere in which God has placed it, to act
for itself, as well as intelligence also; oth-
erwise there is no existence."

Under President Young I have
presided over the giving of endowments
for the last fifteen years. Last Saturday
there were over twenty persons in the
house to receive their endowments. They
came well recommended by their bish-
ops as being worthy, good, and faithful
members of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. I had previously
had an impression that many of the peo-
ple were becoming lukewarm, and even
cold, in the performance of some of their
duties. After the company had gone
through I gave them a lecture, and it
came to me by the Spirit of God to try
if my impression was correct or not. Af-
ter instructing them that they must not
lie, steal, nor bear false witness, etc., I
asked them how many of them prayed
in their families, and it transpired that
there were many who neglected their
duties in this respect; yet they were
all recommended by their bishops as
good, faithful members of the Church
of Christ. It made me think of the para-
ble of the ten virgins, five foolish and
five wise. Shall we thus cease to perform
our duties, while the wicked are striving
with all their power to introduce their
wickedness in our community and into
our families; while they are seeking to
influence our wives and children to be
disobedient to us and to God? Should
we not rather be more faithful in the

performance of every known duty, that
God may hear us when we pray to him
for strength to aid us to resist the en-
croachment of evil?

The revelations which Joseph Smith
has given to this people were given to
him by Jesus Christ, the Savior of the
world; and this people cannot be blessed
if they lightly esteem any of them, but
they will lose the Spirit, and sorrow and
vexation will come into their families.
The Lord designs that we shall be sep-
arate and distinct from every other peo-
ple, and wishes to make us His pecu-
liar people, and to raise up for himself
a pure seed who will keep His law and
walk in His statutes. For this purpose
did He give the revelation on plurality
of wives, as sacred a revelation as was
ever given to any people, and fraught
with greater blessings to us than we can
possibly conceive of, if we do not abuse
our privileges and commit sin. This doc-
trine is a holy and pure principle, in
which the power of God for the regener-
ation of mankind is made manifest; but
while it offers immense blessings, and
is a source of immense power to God's
people, it will bring sure and certain
damnation to those who seek through
its means to defile themselves with the
daughters of Eve. All those who take
wives from any other motive than to sub-
serve the great purpose which God had
in view in commanding his servants to
take unto themselves many wives, will
not be able to retain them. Wives are
sealed to men by an everlasting covenant
that cannot be broken, if the parties live
faithfully before God, and perform with
a single eye to his glory the duties of
that sacred contract. Jesus Christ said
to the Pharisees, when they tempted
him upon the subject of a man putting
away his wife, "For the hardness of your
heart Moses allowed you to give a bill
of divorcement, but from the beginning
of the creation it was not so." "What,


