DEVELOPMENT OF UNDERSTANDING.

imparted we have been led to see, what
in us is weak, dark, and should be im-
proved. And in addition to that, the in-
structions have been rich in suggestions
as to the ways and means by which we
can secure to ourselves the blessings of
that much needed improvement. While
I have listened, the inquiry has risen
in my mind as to how we, the people
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, could substantially and prof-
itably pursue the labors devolving upon
us and honestly continue the struggle
to become what we are denominated—
Saints.

In the admonition that has been im-
parted we were truthfully told, that we
were as yet only in part what we should
be as Saints; that with all our labors and
experience, with all the advantages for
acquiring knowledge that have charac-
terized our history thus far, we have yet
much to learn. This truth, it appears to
me, should be impressed upon the minds
of all who think and reflect. It is one
that is evinced in our conduct and ac-
tions as a people. There is no one fea-
ture in our history that is rendered more
distinct or plain to be read and com-
prehended by the reflecting mind than
this—that we, in all our learning, learn
but slowly, and have as yet learned com-
paratively little of that large amount
that may be learned, and that we yet
manifest in our lives but a small degree
of that perfection that should character-
ize us as the children of God, as the peo-
ple of the Saints of the Most High, who
are blessed with the light of the Gospel,
ministered to them continually in sim-
plicity and in truth. All our meetings,
like the present, where there is congre-
gated together the largest representa-
tion of the people of God to be met with
in any one place, still continue to be char-
acterized by instruction and teaching on
those principles that it has ever been
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the object of our heavenly Father, and of
his servants, to impress upon the minds
of the Saints.

Now, how shall we, as the servants
and ministers of God, expect to see in
ourselves, and in the people to whom our
ministrations extend, a permanent and
progressive improvement, as the fruits
of our labors, unless we, to some ex-
tent, justly and truthfully comprehend
the principles that are involved in the
work that is devolved upon us? It ap-
pears to me, as but consistent and truth-
ful, that the enlightenment of the peo-
ple and the development in them of the
knowledge necessary for their blessing
and exaltation, should legitimately fol-
low the development of knowledge and a
just comprehension of truth in those who
minister to them.

Well, we are almost all teachers and
preachers; in some relationship in life,
in some position in the community, we
all put on the character of teachers; and
when we take into account the sum of
the evils that exist as barriers between
us and the enjoyment of a fulness of hap-
piness, when we consider what these are,
to remove, conquer, and overcome them
should be our labor. And if the knowl-
edge of God, of truth, and of the princi-
ples of the Gospel is necessary to the ac-
complishment of this work, it should be
our business, as servants of God and of
the people, to learn this lesson ourselves;
for it is evident to my mind that our at-
tention and devotion to the truth and to
such a course of action as the knowledge
of the truth would suggest to us, is that
which should regulate us in life, and the
extent of our devotion to this is always
marked and determined by our appreci-
ation of its value.

If we, as a people, were capable of
appreciating, and had justly estimated
the counsels that have been imparted
to us continually in relation to what
is denominated our temporal salvation,



