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and arts present to advance the purposes
of the Almighty in the redemption of the
human race; teaching him not only how
to live in time, but in all eternity; giving
him knowledge how to stand forth like a
man of God in the world to subserve His
purposes.

The Latter-day Saints have the most
cause of any people on earth to rejoice
continually in Him who has bestowed
upon them the proud position which they
occupy; for the authority of Heaven is
here, and the wisdom of Heaven is here,
and you can find it nowhere else. I had
the privilege of telling the people in those
old countries that the sanctuary of the
Lord was not with them; but in order
to get the blessings necessary to qualify
them to enter into the presence of God,
they would have to go to that place where
the people of God are abiding, where
they shall be strengthened and become
even a great and mighty nation; and I
thank God that there is a people on the
earth that can no longer be ignored by
the great and mighty of the earth, for
they have attained a standing and a po-
sition that must be respected. They may
ignore this people if they think they can
afford to do it, and we can afford to wait
and see the purposes of the Almighty roll
forth on the earth better than any other
people can, because we are on the safe
side; we have more time to wait. If the
wicked knew when it is well with them,
they would hasten to make their peace
with the Almighty, for his judgments are
abroad upon the earth, and who can stay
his hand. They are upon the wicked, and
they know and feel it.

The great mass of mankind are
ready to ridicule the people of God,
they are ready to ridicule his servants
because they stand forth and declare
that an angel of the Almighty has
come to restore the Gospel in its full-

ness, and that Joseph Smith was called
of God to be his Prophet; all this they
say is nonsense, and they reject it with-
out inquiring into the reason why they
reject it. If they can afford to do this,
we can afford to live our holy religion
and bear their contumely and reproaches
better than they can afford to give them.
Such abuse hardly ruffles my feelings,
if they will only keep their hands off;
and if there is any danger of violence
of that sort, we shall be apprised of
it; there is not much danger in them,
that is, unless they can take you by
surprise. If the Latter-day Saint is on
his guard, panoplied with the armor of
righteousness, he may walk through the
earth without being molested, because
the Spirit of the Almighty will show him
where the danger lies, and he can ward
it off; and wisdom will be given him to
absent himself from those places where
danger is and turn away in another di-
rection. Wisdom will be given him also
what to say and what to do under ev-
ery circumstance. The great evil that
besets the path of the Saints is when
they depart from the principles of eter-
nal truth and rectitude, and betray their
trust; for this they place themselves in
the power of the enemy; and this they
do when they are asleep, not when they
are wide awake, and they are led little by
little until they make shipwreck of their
faith and go headlong to the devil, which
they would not do while walking in the
ways of righteousness. Have I felt that
I have been in deadly peril? Yes, many
times, if the enemy could have had his
way. Sometimes I have felt like buckling
on pistols, and at other times I would
feel perfectly safe without them. In my
travels no man has had the temerity to
come up to my face and insult me; but I
have heard the grinding of their teeth; I
have heard what they would say to me
addressed to somebody else.


