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derstood it precisely when they came.
Their qualification generally was that
they had performed some dirty work for
some successful politician. A few that
have come here have done as well as they
knew how, with a mediocrity of talent—
that is, if they had bright talents they
seldom displayed them; and the major-
ity of them come in here, open their eyes
(putting one in mind of chickens just
come through the eggshell, when they
get a sight of the light for the first time),
and exclaim, "There are awful things
here! Tremendous things here!" and
they begin to make reports, and print
and publish them, go off to California
and write for a year in succession there,
drawing their salaries to report how
things are in Utah. All these things we
have had to encounter; but our industry,
our economy and prudence, our loyalty,
and our firm and determined adherence
to the Constitution of the United States,
have carried us through the whole of it.

The administration of President
Buchanan brought the power of the Gov-
ernment to bear against us. The traitor,
General A. S. Johnston, was sent with
what was then called by Secretary Floyd
the best appointed army that was ever
fitted out by this Government since its
formation. General Scott issued orders
to keep the troops massed and in hand,
the supply trains to be kept with the
main body of the army. The newspaper
press of the country asserted that this
army was to cause the blood of the El-
ders and Saints to flow in the streets
of Great Salt Lake City. The mails be-
ing stopped, and the ordinary sources
of communication closed, it was sup-
posed the "Mormons" would be igno-
rant of the movements until the army
came upon them like a thunder cloud.
The Governorship was tendered to a
number who were unwilling to come
out with a formidable army, but were

willing to come without. Benjamin Mc-
Cullough, of Texas, declined the honor on
the ground that a confirmed old bache-
lor ought not to interfere with polygamy.
Colonel Alfred Cumming accepted the
office, and his appointment was hailed
with general acclamation by the ene-
mies of Utah, as he was considered a
man of desperate character, who had on
one occasion compelled even Jeff. Davis
to apologize. When Governor Cumming
arrived here and investigated the mat-
ter, he was satisfied that the Adminis-
tration had been duped, and he made
official reports to Washington that the
charges against the Saints were totally
unfounded, and the Administration let
the whole matter fizzle out, and Uncle
Sam, the generous old gentleman, had to
submit to his pocket being picked to the
tune of about forty millions of dollars—
the cost of the Utah expedition.

The lies upon which the Administra-
tion had acted were, that we had driven
the judges from the country, had burned
the Utah Library and the records of the
courts of the Territory. When the mat-
ter was investigated it was discovered
that the judges had gone off to the gold
mines, where they could get some feet, or
on other speculations, where they stayed
until their time was out, not forgetting,
however, to draw their salaries. The Li-
brary and court records, never having
been disturbed, were found all right.

I have been truly astonished at the
character and conduct of a large portion
of the Government officials we have been
brought in contact with. One of them,
Governor Harding, was presented by the
grand jury of the 3rd Judicial District of
the United States Court as a nuisance,
and he was removed by Mr. Lincoln's Ad-
ministration immediately after.

Whenever a bill is presented be-
fore Congress to benefit the people of


