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It is somewhat of an undertaking to
address so large an assembly. I bear my
testimony to the truth of the restoration
of the everlasting Gospel and this Work
which God has commenced in these lat-
ter days.

It has been the earnest desire of my
heart, from the time I received the ordi-
nance of baptism in 1832, to be able to
fulfil my duties as a Saint, and to per-
form those things which were required
of me as an individual—to watch over
myself and keep out of mischief; that I
might be prepared, when my work is ac-
complished on the earth, to inherit the
blessings and glory of that King in whose
service I am enlisted. I presume that a
large proportion of the Saints have kept
these things in mind, though I am aston-
ished when I reflect upon the great num-
ber with whom I have been acquainted
that are not now to be found, and of
whom we have no report only that they
have gone off this, that, or the other way.

This reminds us of the parable of
the sower that went forth to sow,
as described by our Savior; some of
the good seed fell among thorns, and
they grew up and choked it; some
fell by the way side, and the fowl,
gathered it up; some fell upon stony
ground where it had not much depth
of earth, and it came up quickly, and
when the sun was up it was scorched
and withered away; and some fell

upon good ground and brought forth
thirty, sixty, and an hundredfold. This
is the substance of the parable, and the
kingdom of God in the last days is cer-
tainly very much like unto it.

Among the great number who have
entered into the fold of Christ, by bap-
tism, few have remained faithful to the
present time. There were men among us
whose hearts were faint—who felt that
it would not do to gather here, because,
peradventure, it was the greatest under-
taking of any age. To attempt to set-
tle a whole people, situated as we were,
in the midst of a howling desert a thou-
sand miles from supplies, was too great
an undertaking in the eyes of many, and
they dared not risk it. It required faith,
courage, energy, daring, and persever-
ance, almost beyond description, to lead
a people into the heart of the great Amer-
ican desert and establish settlements.
We now see travelers arrive here by
stage, who are proud of the achievement
of having crossed the Rocky Mountains.
It required a people full of faith, energy,
and devotion to the cause of God, and a
willingness to abide every counsel given
by the servants of God, to come here; and
also required a large amount of faith,
patience, energy, self-denial, and long-
suffering to stay when they got here.

I presume it was over three years


