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need a gift and a blessing, he knows
when to bestow it upon us. This ought
to comfort us; it ought to cause us to re-
joice and be glad, and our hearts to be
filled with thanksgiving continually be-
fore the Lord our God for his abundant
mercy and kindness unto us his children.

Can we think of anything that would
be good for us, or that we ought to pos-
sess, that Satan can offer unto us, that
we will not obtain if we are faithful? Will
he present unto us a good outfit by go-
ing to California or to any other place?
If we are only patient, and abide our
time, and serve God faithfully, he will be-
stow on us far more than that. There is
no good thing that may be presented to
us that we cannot obtain in the Gospel.
We may let our minds range over the
earth and think of the greatness and
glory possessed by kings and potentates,
these things are all embraced in the
Gospel as a reward for the Saints, who
will enjoy even greater blessings than
these through their faithfulness. We talk
about kings and nobles, and we have ad-
mired their glory; but the day is not far
distant when there will be thousands of
men in Zion holding more power, and
having more glory, honor, and wealth
than the greatest and the richest of the
nobles of the earth. The earth and its ful-
ness are promised unto us by the Lord
our God, as soon as we have the wis-
dom and experience necessary to wield
this power and wealth. Shall we not be

patient, then, and diligent when we have
so much assistance given unto us? Shall
we not plod unwearingly and unmur-
muringly forward in the path God has
marked out for us, when we have the
help, the comfort, and the consolation
which he gives us day by day?

We are not working for that which is
in the distance, and toiling for the re-
ward that is far removed, and that we
have to look forward to; but we are re-
ceiving our reward as we go along, even
the rich blessings of heaven, day by day
and hour by hour, and we rejoice in them;
and if we are houseless and friendless—
that is, so far as the world is concerned—
we have within us a wealth of comfort
and joy that the world know nothing of;
they cannot give it, they cannot take it
away, for it comes from God. Why should
we not be encouraged, then, under these
circumstances? If the Latter-day Saints
conduct themselves so as to receive con-
demnation, their condemnation will be
most severe, for they have light, they
have knowledge, they have blessings the
superior of which no other people that
we have any account of ever received in
the same length of time on the earth.
Well, I rejoice in these things. I do not
wish to occupy your time any longer. My
prayer is, that God will bless you and us
all, and enable us to appreciate the great
salvation he has committed unto us, for
Christ's sake. Amen.


