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every good quality of our nature will
be developed. Why should we not re-
ceive, by the application of those heav-
enly principles to us and our lives here
on the earth, the same results? They
have produced them in days gone by,
they are producing them now, and will
continue to produce them as long as we
live in accordance with them.

Now, my brethren and sisters, there
is nothing left for us to do but to be
faithful to that which has been revealed
unto us. The evidences which we have
received are of that character that we
will be under the heaviest condemnation
unless we live agreeably to the princi-
ples God has given unto us. We can-
not plead, as many can, that we are ig-
norant; we cannot make excuses of this
kind, for we are not ignorant; we are in
the enjoyment of knowledge. We never
went to prayer in our lives, in secret, and
supplicated God in faith for the bless-
ings that we needed, that we did not
receive the desires of our hearts, and
we arose from our knees feeling that
God was with us, and that his Spirit
and power were near unto us, and rest-
ing upon us. There never was a time,
from the day that we became Latter-day
Saints to this day, that we have asked
in humility and meekness for any bless-
ing and have had to arise from our knees
dissatisfied and empty; but we have al-
ways received those blessings that have
been necessary for us when we have
asked in faith. What a blessed and glo-
rious privilege is this! When we are in
trouble, in the midst of affliction, and
harassed by our enemies, we can go
unto Him, who is the Author of our be-
ing, unto Him who created all things,
who has the power to control our ene-
mies, and pour out our souls in prayer
and in supplication, and feel that the
record has been made, that the incense of
our hearts has ascended acceptably unto

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

God, and is treasured up there, and held
in remembrance by his Holy Angels in
his presence. What a glorious privilege
is this that we have, as a people and as
individuals, no matter how bowed down
in sorrow, no matter how deep the af-
fliction that may be around us, this is
an unfailing source of strength that God
has given unto us, and to this may be
attributed the wonderful preservations
that we have experienced from the be-
ginning.

How diligently our enemies have
sought to destroy us, to destroy the
Holy Priesthood from the earth and kill
the Lord's anointed! How often has it
seemed that they were just upon the
point of closing upon us, when it seemed
that no earthly power that could be ex-
erted could save us from destruction! To
whom shall we attribute these wonder-
ful deliverances which we have experi-
enced? Shall we attribute them to mor-
tal power? Oh, no; we have learned
too well how weak and futile is mortal
power. But what is it attributable to? To
the faith that God has implanted in us
through the revelation of the truth unto
us. It is attributable to his having rent
the veil of darkness that has covered the
earth and revealed himself unto us. It
is attributable to His having opened up
the channel of communication between
Himself and us. Yes, there is a chan-
nel of communication between this peo-
ple, the men and women who compose
this people, and the throne of our Fa-
ther and God; and our prayers have as-
cended acceptably in His ears, and they
have been registered on high, and they
will be answered in their time. There
never has been a prayer offered up in
faith, meekness, and humility, from the
day this Church was founded until now,
but has reached the ears of the Lord,
and is registered in His presence, and
will be fulfilled, sooner or later, upon



