RICHES OF THE GOSPEL.

system has seemed to be enough for
them; but is it enough?

In one sense it ought to be enough
for us to know that we have received
the truth and be satisfied with it, yet
we should continue to seek with energy
and with faith to partake of those bless-
ings and of that power which our Fa-
ther and God has to bestow upon us. If
we would seek to be possessed of these
things with the same diligence the world
seeks for earthly riches, there is not a
soul within the sound of my voice but
what will be refreshed, filled, and satis-
fied with the blessings God will bestow
upon him or upon her. It is a character-
istic of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to not
be easily exhausted; on the contrary, it
is always attractive. You hear it today,
as you heard it thirty years or thirty-
five years ago, and it possesses as many
charms and as many attractions now as
then; repeating it does not wear it out—
does not make the subject threadbare—
does not deprive it of its interest; but,
on the contrary, its interest increases as
years roll over our heads; as they pass
by our interest in the work of God, and
our love for it, and our appreciation of
its greatness, increase. In this respect
it differs from everything else we know
of; it satisfies every want of man's na-
ture. Is there a want you can think of,
is there anything, in fact, connected with
man's existence here, spiritual or tempo-
ral, mental or physical, that the Gospel
of Jesus Christ does not satisfy? If there
is, I have failed to discover it. It com-
prehends everything; it gives light and it
gives intelligence, it gives wisdom upon
every department of human life, it satis-
fies every longing desire of the soul.

Before the Gospel reached you, my
brethren and sisters who have received
it since you were of mature years,
there were wants that existed which
now no longer exist; there were long-

169

ing desires which you indulged in, and
which were ungratified by that which
you could obtain from the world, that
are today gratified to their fullest ex-
tent; there is no desire of your heart,
there is no feeling of your soul, that can-
not be satisfied legitimately and consis-
tently with your nature in the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ. You know how
you were, those of you who embraced
the Gospel in Babylon—you know how
you were when the Gospel found you;
there was, to quote a familiar expres-
sion, an aching void within you. There
were desires of your soul, or of your
spirit, which could not be gratified by the
chaff and husks fed unto you by the so-
called teachers of the day; there were as-
pirations for knowledge, for truth, and
for God, that nothing could satisfy; you
sought in vain for their gratification; you
searched on the right hand and on the
left, you inquired here and there, but you
could not get the knowledge you needed;
there was no one who could give you the
satisfaction you yearned after; but no
sooner did you hear the truth, no sooner
did you hear the sound of the everlasting
Gospel, and the voice of a man endowed
with the Priesthood, than you felt that
you had found the pearl of great price,
you felt that the desire of your heart was
about to be gratified, and that if this reli-
gion proved true, if these statements and
testimonies could be relied upon, then
that which you had so long sought for
and desired was within your grasp.

Men may strive to repress these
yearnings and desires after knowl-
edge, as priests and teachers do to-
day throughout the earth; they may
ridicule and deny their existence, but
there is that within us, as children
of God, which speaks louder and has
more force, potency, and effect than
the traditions of our fathers or the
teachings of our former priests and



