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with the correct time on shore, to see
whether they have been keeping true
time and are in good condition to en-
ter upon another voyage, to enable him
to obtain his bearings correctly, that he
may not lose himself when he is on the
trackless ocean. We can come to Con-
ference in this manner and examine our-
selves like men returning from a mission
after an absence of years among the na-
tions. They come back desirous of com-
paring themselves with their brethren in
Zion, saying, like Paul of old, that they
have indeed not run in vain; ascertaining
for themselves that the Spirit that they
have been possessed of, and the course
that they have taken, are the Spirit and
course that their brethren in Zion have
been possessed of and taken. There is
a great deal of profit to be derived from
associations of this character. It is nec-
essary that we should be brought very
frequently to a sense of our condition, of
our dependence upon God, of our rela-
tionship to him, of the obligations that
rest upon us as his children, and ser-
vants, and handmaidens. We cannot do
this as we should when we neglect op-
portunities like this; but, when we come
together and our hearts are filled with
prayers and anxious desire before God
for his Holy Spirit to be poured out upon
us, we then can see if we have erred,
if we have gone astray, if we have done
anything wrong and displeasing in the
sight of our Father. These things are
brought to our minds, and we see our-
selves in the light of the Holy Spirit, we
renew our strength before the Lord, and
our determinations to go forth and serve
him with greater diligence and faithful-
ness in the future than we have done in
the past.

There is a mine of wealth in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ that is
yet comparatively undiscovered by us.
We see the world around us digging

here and there, and wandering over val-
leys and mountains in search of hid-
den treasures; they spend their days and
nights in searching for those things and
in planning by what means they can ob-
tain them; but we have, in the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ which has been
revealed unto us, an inexhaustible mine
of wealth that is eternal. There is
room for us to continually exercise ev-
ery faculty of our minds and of our bod-
ies in searching out the deep and in-
exhaustible riches of the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ which has been committed
unto us. We have already partaken to
some extent of this wealth; we already
have realized to some extent its rich-
ness, its abundance; and what we have
already obtained of it should be an in-
centive to us to be still more diligent
and persevering in seeking with earnest-
ness and faith unto God to give unto us
of his power, and more and more of his
Spirit, and of that wealth which He alone
possesses, that we may go on increas-
ing in eternal riches on earth to be pre-
pared to enjoy them throughout eternity.
That man is truly rich, whatever his
worldly circumstances may be, who im-
proves the opportunities he has, and who
seeks with all diligence to obtain all the
blessings that pertain unto the holy reli-
gion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
There are those, however, whom I have
met with, who profess to be good Latter-
day Saints, who seem to be satisfied with
the profession of their religion, who seem
to be satisfied with the fact that what is
called "Mormonism" is superior to every-
thing else that is taught among men. I
presume they are of that class of whom
President Young has spoken—men who
have been compelled to bow in submis-
sion to the truth, because they could
not contradict nor gainsay it; and that
they have become connected with this


