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I appreciate very highly the privilege
that I have this morning, and that I have
had during this Conference, in meeting
with the Saints; it is the first Fall Con-
ference I have had the opportunity of
attending for sixteen years. These are,
indeed, precious privileges which God,
our Heavenly Father, has given unto
us; these opportunities which we now
have of assembling ourselves together
and dismissing the cares that press us
from week to week and month to month,
casting them aside to concentrate our
minds and our thoughts upon the things
of His kingdom, devoting our attention
to those heavenly principles which have
produced so much happiness and peace
in our midst. It is good for us to thus
devote a portion of our time to the wor-
ship of our God. I do not know how the
Conference felt; but, for myself, after the
vote was taken yesterday to continue our
Conference a week or a month if it were
necessary, or as long as the servants of
God should feel inclined to continue it,
I experienced a great relief in my feel-
ings; I felt that that restraint was re-
moved which had, to a certain extent,
oppressed us, with the view of hurrying
through the business and getting done
by this evening. I thought that it was
right, and I felt a spirit of freedom that
I had not experienced before, and I pre-
sume that all the Saints felt alike on this

subject. There is nothing more impor-
tant for us to attend to than that which
we are engaged in today. We cannot
think of anything that is of greater im-
portance to us, as individuals and as a
people, than this service. It is a delight-
ful work—a labor of love that our Heav-
enly Father has guaranteed unto us the
privilege of performing. The organiza-
tion that we now behold, the wonderful
fruits and results which have attended
us from the beginning, and that are so
delightful to contemplate today, have all
sprung from the service that we are now
engaged in. We may devote time, as it is
necessary we should, to the labors of this
life—to plowing, to sowing, to harvest-
ing, to building settlements, to accom-
plishing the labors that devolve upon us
of a temporal character; these labors are
important and necessary, but they are no
more necessary than those that we are
now engaged in; they are no more neces-
sary than that we should assemble our-
selves together frequently to listen to the
word of God, to be instructed in the prin-
ciples of life and salvation by those who
have been our fathers in the Gospel.

It is necessary that we should ex-
amine ourselves, bring ourselves to
the light of truth, to learn whether
we are taking the right course: like
the mariner, when he returns to port,
he compares his ship chronometers


