REVELATION FROM GOD, ETC.

hand as the author and the giver of every
blessing they enjoy. One of the prophets
says, "The gold and the silver are His,
and the cattle upon a thousand hills." If
you want gold, you will have to go a lit-
tle further away from here. People think
it is strange that the "Mormons" do not
develop the gold in these mountains; but
those who understand the mind of God,
understand that he has a protecting care
over his people, and that we are in his
hands, and that he will sustain us.

That we do not develop the gold in
these mountains is not strange to the
Saints of God. He has wisely planned
for our sakes in a thousand ways. We
can remember the time when we could
not raise peaches to eat, and it was a
doubt whether an apple tree would grow
or not. Now go and look at your or-
chards; there is not a better peach grow-
ing country in the world than this. How
is this? God has blessed the elements
for our sakes, and also the earth; but let
the Saints leave this place, and it would
return again to its wilderness condition;
the wicked could not live here; they could
not live here before we came, and they
could not if we went away; consequently,
if any of them think that they could by
any means or stratagem drive us away
to possess themselves of our property, it
would not do them one particle of good
if they got it, for God blessed it for our
sakes. He blesses the land for our sakes.

It is hard sometimes to realize this.
What does the Lord say to ancient Is-
rael in one place? "Wherefore it shall
come to pass, if ye hearken to these judg-
ments, and keep, and do them, that the
Lord thy God shall keep with thee the
covenant and the mercy which He sware
unto thy fathers: And He will love thee,
and bless thee, and multiply thee: he
will also bless the fruit of thy womb,
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and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and
thy wine, and thine oil, the increase of
thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in
the land which he sware to thy fathers
to give thee. Thou shalt be blessed above
all people: there shall not be male or fe-
male barren among you, or among your
cattle." "The Lord shall cause thine en-
emies that rise up against thee to be
smitten before thy face: they shall come
out against thee one way, and flee be-
fore thee seven ways." Then the curses
are enumerated that should come upon
them if they forsook the Lord their God
and observed not his statues. While the
children of Israel obeyed the Lord their
God the land abounded in wine, corn,
and oil, and they vanquished their en-
emies. When they departed from God
and disobeyed his laws, those calamities
which were promised them through dis-
obedience fell upon them to the very let-
ter even to this day. Their temple was de-
stroyed, and not one stone left upon an-
other, as the Savior told, and the ground
upon which it stood was plowed up by the
Romans in search for gold which they ex-
pected to find there.

It is sometimes hard for us to real-
ize that we are in the hands of God,
and that he controls, and manages, and
guides our affairs. This is the thing we
wish to understand, and wish the peo-
ple to understand that our confidence is
in Him. People talk sometimes about
what they are going to do with the "Mor-
mons," and the rumor flies that we are
going to be rooted out, destroyed, and
overthrown. We shall, when God says so,
and not before. The Lord knew in former
times how to put a hook into the jaws
of the enemies of Israel, and he knows
just as well where to place it today. The
nation in which we live and all nations
are in the hands of God; and so are we,
and our enemies cannot help themselves



