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earth on which we live, He wants to
teach us all, principles that will be cal-
culated to exalt us and exalt the earth on
which we live. If anybody has any fault
to find with us in any part of the world, it
is that we seek to fear God and work the
works of righteousness; and if we cannot
be swayed from the principles of truth by
any power under heaven, our society is
ignored.

How often has it been told us, "Gen-
tlemen, if you would only lay aside your
religion and become like us, and live as
we do, then we will all be good neigh-
bors together." How often have we had
to listen to such stuff and nonsense; like
them, serve the devil, commit iniquity,
go down to darkness and the shades of
death, and live and die without God and
without hope in the world, as they would
have us to do, and die and be damned.
God forbid, we will not do it. (Amen.)
Our desire is to serve God; we know the
ways of life, for God has taught them to
us. We know in whom we have believed,
for God has revealed it to us. We know
the Gospel is true, because the Gospel
has made manifest itself to us, and we
feel satisfied with regard to the course
we are taking, and God being our helper,
we will pursue it to the end. God is our
friend, and we are the friends of God.

It was said this morning that we
might all be Abrahams. Abraham was
the friend of God; we are the friends
of God, and if we are not his friends,
he cannot find them on the earth; if
we are not his friends, he cannot find
friends who dare do as we do—who
dare cleave to the truth in the midst
of shame, obloquy, persecution, and re-
proach. But we still live, and the truth
still lives, and the kingdom of God still
exists; and when the kingdoms of the
world crumble to pieces and "become
like the chaff of the summer threshing-

floor, and no place found for them," we
shall still live; for we have within us the
seeds of eternal life, and no man can take
them from us.

We have begun to live forever, and
feel to rejoice and be glad under all cir-
cumstances, and to sing "Hallelujah, for
the Lord God omnipotent reigned, and
will reign, until he hath put all ene-
mies under his feet." We are striving to
help God to do that which he desires to
do; and what is that? It is to benefit
mankind.

How often have we heard President
Young, President Kimball, and others
say to the people, "Why not go to work
and plant orchards, it is a very lit-
tle thing to talk about; why will you
not make good fences, and make good
gardens, and build good, comfortable
houses, and try to make yourselves
happy and comfortable." We now see the
fruits of these things, and we begin to
eat the fruits of our obedience to those
instructions and to realize the benefit of
them: our fields teem with plenty, our
peach trees, and apple trees, and plum
trees are laden down with fruit, and we
possess the good things of this earth in
abundance. Is there any harm in all
this? We are taught, also, to love one an-
other; there is nothing bad about that.
Husbands are taught to love their wives,
and wives are taught to love their hus-
bands, and children to obey their par-
ents; these are good principles, and they
have been taught to us all the day long.
We have been taught to pay our tithing,
that we might acknowledge to God that
we are his people, and that if he gave us
all we ask, we might give one-tenth back
to him, and by that act acknowledge his
hand. Does the Lord care about these
things? No. Yes. No. Yes. Yes. No. He
does not care about them, so far as they
benefit Him, but He does, so far as they
develop perfection in the Saints of God,
and show that they acknowledge his


