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hand and mercy of God towards us as a
people. What would a man give in ex-
change for his soul? We are told that
a man will give all he hath for his life;
what will he give, then, in exchange for
his soul, or has he anything to barter
for it? What is it that hath loosed us
from the shackles of ignorance, error, su-
perstition, and folly with which we were
bound? It is the light of heaven, the
revelations of God, the ministration of
the Holy Priesthood that has imparted
to us intelligence in relation to these
things; without this it is impossible that
we could follow anything in relation to
them. Who is there in the world that un-
derstands anything of God, or his will?
They cannot be found; they know noth-
ing of Him. It would be needless to talk
about the folly of many of their priests,
and their ideas and notions in relation
to these matters. What do they know
of God? They tell us he is a spirit.
What else? That He is without "body,
parts, and passions." Some tell us that
He sits on the top of a topless throne,
etc. It is not necessary to enter into
these matters; we know them, and we
do not wish, at the present time, to re-
flect upon them. I am simply reflect-
ing upon my own ignorance as one of
them. When I was among them I was
a teacher, and what did I know? Sim-
ply nothing. I knew nothing of God, of
the principles of eternal truth and life,
and I could not find anybody anywhere
that knew any more than I did. I am
indebted to "Mormonism," to the light of
truth, to the revelations of God, to the
administrations of the Holy Priesthood,
for all the knowledge, and light, and in-
telligence that I may possess in relation
to these matters; and this is the case
with all of us; we were all unacquainted
with God, with the Holy Priesthood,
and with the way to obtain eternal life;
and the same ignorance that becloud-

ed our minds, previous to the opening
of the heavens to Joseph Smith, and the
coming forth of the fulness of the Gospel
through him, beclouds the rest of the
world at the present time. They know
not where they are going to, nor where
they came from. I used to ask myself
sometimes questions like the following—
Who am I? Where did I come from? What
am I doing here? What is the object
of my existence? Who organized the
world, and for what purpose was it or-
ganized? Could I answer them? No;
and nobody else could answer them for
me; for they know nothing about these
things—neither priest, nor philosopher,
nor statesman, nor any man that I could
associate with, could unravel these ques-
tions; they could not tell the whys and
the wherefores in relation to some of
these simple things that have been given
to us.

The Gospel, we are told in one place,
is "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus," and "it hath made us free from
the law of sin and death." We are told
in another place that it is "good news
and glad tidings;" but, if we compre-
hend it correctly, the Gospel holds the
keys, through the Priesthood, of the mys-
teries of God; the Gospel "brings life
and immortality to light;" and wher-
ever it exists, in whatsoever bosom it
dwells, whoever has engaged in the prop-
agation of the Gospel, has a knowl-
edge of life and immortality; it is that
which unveils the heavens, and with-
out it men are ignorant in relation to
the future, and of that salvation of
which they talk so much. The Gospel
places men in communication with the
Lord, so that they can understand some-
thing of God, and something of His
law, and without the Gospel they cannot
understand anything about Him; and
hence some will think one thing about
Him and some another. Whoever has


