
160 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

deprived of the common necessaries of
life, and have not wherewith to sus-
tain themselves, they have but very little
time to attend to religious matters, and
they cannot be of much benefit to their
brethren in helping to establish the king-
dom of God upon the earth. But when, on
the other hand, we see that the Saints
are blessed in the north, in the south, in
the east and in the west; when we see
them industrious, persevering, diligent,
and using all lawful measures to pro-
vide for themselves, and their families,
and those that depend upon them; and
when we see them cultivating the Spirit
of God in them and living their religion,
cleaving close to the Almighty and draw-
ing blessings from his hand, then we ac-
knowledge the hand of God in all things,
and feel to bless the name of the God of
Israel. Every one of these things is of
great importance to the Saints of God,
and we feel interested in all these mat-
ters. Are they prospering in the south?
We acknowledge the hand of God in it.
Is the climate tempered in the north?
We acknowledge the hand of God in it.
Do the rains descend upon our parched
land and cause it to bring forth luxuri-
antly? We acknowledge the hand of God
in it; and so we do in everything that we
see, and in everything that we have to
do with; for we read "that the wrath of
the Almighty is kindled against none but
those who do not acknowledge his hand
in all things."

We are gathered together here as a
peculiar people; we differ, as I stated be-
fore, in almost every respect from the
world of mankind with which we are
surrounded. The Lord gives to them
seedtime and harvest, summer and win-
ter, and pours the rich blessings of
heaven into their laps; He gives them
mechanical talent and ingenuity; He in-
spires them with a knowledge of the
arts and sciences; He has been pouring

upon them the rich blessings of intelli-
gence and of plenty for ages, but they do
not acknowledge his hand. Men boast
of their own intelligence, of their own
wisdom, of their own power, might, and
understanding—this is a general rule,
with but few exceptions. They feel a
good deal like the king of Babylon did
when in his pride he rose up and said,
"Is not this great Babylon, that I have
built? Have I not done these things by
my wisdom, by my intelligence, by my
power and might?" With us it is differ-
ent. We are indebted to God for the first
rays of light and intelligence that ever
beamed upon us. Who among us knew
the first principles of the Gospel of Christ
until we heard them from the Elders of
Israel? There is not a man among us that
did; there is not a man in existence today
that knows them, only as they have been
communicated to him from God. Who
told us that it was right to be baptized
in the name of Jesus for the remission
of sins? Who taught us it was right to
receive the Holy Ghost by the laying on
of hands? Who taught us that it was
right that there should be an authority
given by God to man to enable him to
officiate legally in His name, and that
everything in the shape of religion upon
the earth was spurious and not of Him?
It was communicated to Joseph Smith
by the opening of the heavens, by the
ministering of Holy Angels, and by the
voice of God. Until that voice was heard,
until these communications were made
known, the inhabitants of the world were
wrapped in ignorance; they knew noth-
ing about God nor the principles of eter-
nity, nor the way to save themselves nor
anybody else.

We have nothing to boast of in
this particular. I do not speak of
these things by way of boasting, but
I speak of them to acknowledge the


