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unless they are prepared to cooperate
with him in the establishment of his
kingdom upon the earth.

There are a great many things of
which we speak that seem to be very
simple, and very unnecessary, in the es-
timation of some, for us to talk about.
We have heard in this Conference re-
ports from different parts of the Terri-
tory about their crops, about the way
the land is cultivated, about the kind
of improvements the people are mak-
ing, about the prospects that lie before
them for sustaining themselves with all
the common necessaries of life, etc. And
some people think that we might, when
we convene together, talk about some-
thing else—about something which they
would designate as being more spiritual.
We meet together as men of intelligence,
as men possessing natural wants, who
have natural bodies, which bodies have
to be clothed, to be fed and provided for;
we meet together as rational individu-
als and as heads of families, who have
children growing up that need, in the
first place, to be instructed in the com-
mon laws of life, and in those things
that are necessary to promote our com-
mon well-being. The first thing that de-
volves upon all human beings, so far
as I can comprehend it, is to provide a
way for their own sustenance. One of
the very first commandments that God
gave to Adam was, when He placed him
in the garden, He told him to dress
or till it, so that he might be able to
provide for his necessities. The fiat of
the Almighty, at the time when Adam
was expelled from the Garden of Eden
was to him, "In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread;" that we cannot
avoid. By this inscrutable law we are
compelled to attend to some of the first
necessary affairs of life, or to go without
bread and necessarily die. Consequently,
when we talk about land and posses-

sions, an inheritance, etc., we talk about
things that are some of the first nec-
essaries pertaining to human existence.
We live by breathing the air that God
gives us, by drinking the water that He
causes to flow for our sustenance, and
by cultivating the earth in order that
we may partake of the products of the
earth. This is one of the first duties
pertaining to man, and hence when we
meet together to form new settlements
as part of the body politic—as part of the
kingdom of God, it devolves upon all of
us always to ascertain how we can sus-
tain ourselves in the position in which
we are placed. Hence, when we hear of
any difficulties, such as we have heard
of in the south at various times, and
from other sources, pertaining to the ex-
istence of man, it causes a thrill of feel-
ing to go through the whole of the people
that form part of the kingdom of God; for
if one member of the body suffers, they
all suffer with it; and if one member of
the body rejoices, the rest rejoice with it.
When we hear from the south, as at the
present time, that they are raising their
bread, and that there is every reasonable
prospect of them being enabled to sus-
tain themselves, we feel comforted by the
report. When we hear from the north of
the destruction made by the early frosts,
and yet, notwithstanding this disaster, of
the prospects that lie before them, and
the encouragement that they hold out to
us of the prosperity of their settlements
there, and that they will be able to pro-
vide for themselves, we feel comforted
thereby, and feel thankful to the God of
Israel that He is providing for and taking
care of his Saints.

We believe that the kingdom of
God is a temporal kingdom as well
as a spiritual and eternal kingdom, to
use this expression according to our
comprehension; and when men are


