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any other earthly blessing that can be
bestowed upon them. We assemble to-
gether in a different capacity from that
of any other people; we meet here as the
representatives of God upon the earth.
Yet occupying the high position that we
do, blessed as we are with the light of
truth, with the Holy Priesthood, with the
fulness of the everlasting Gospel; in pos-
session of light and intelligence that is
not imparted unto others, but of which
they are ignorant, we stand emphati-
cally as God's elect, as His representa-
tives on the earth; at the same time,
there is mixed up with us a great amount
of weakness, infirmities, and follies, and
we need continually the aid, teaching,
and protection of the Almighty God to
govern, guide, lead, and direct us in the
right path.

As I before stated, we stand in a dif-
ferent position to the Almighty and to
the world from that of any other people.
To us God has revealed his will; He has
opened the heavens to us; among us He
has organized the Holy Priesthood, and
revealed those principles which exist in
the eternal world; of us He has made
messengers of life and salvation, to us
He has communicated his law, and from
us He expects obedience and a ready co-
operation with Him in bringing to pass
those great events that must transpire
in the building up and establishment of
the kingdom of God in the last days. The
Lord is anxious to do us good, to en-
lighten our minds, to inform our judg-
ment, to unfold unto us His will, and
to strengthen us and prepare us for the
great events that must transpire in these
last days. He is desirous to show us how
to save ourselves, how to bless ourselves,
temporally and spiritually, intellectually,
morally, physically, politically, and in
every possible way that He is capable
of bestowing his blessings upon fallen

humanity. He is desirous to perform
a great work upon the earth, to bring
about a great revolution among men; to
establish correct principles of every kind,
and to make the earth and the inhabi-
tants thereof fulfil the measure of their
creation, and prepare all that are capa-
ble or worthy to receive everlasting life
and exaltation in the celestial kingdom
where he dwells. He is desirous of mak-
ing use of us as his instruments in the
development of this great work in which
He has engaged.

We have been in the habit of reading
the words of the prophets in relation to
the establishment of the kingdom of God,
and what they have said, and the Spirit,
by which they were inspired. We have
reflected a good deal upon what the Lord
would do in relation to establishing cor-
rect principles upon the earth in the last
days. We have read about these things,
and we have believed them in part; and
as the Spirit of God has beamed upon
our minds, lately we have been enabled
to comprehend more fully some of the
things that the prophets in ancient times
wrote about, but of which they under-
stood very little, and we can only un-
derstand them as we are taught; we can
only comprehend the designs of God as
he reveals them to us; we can only un-
derstand our duty as the Spirit of God
makes it manifest, either through the El-
ders of Israel or by the revelations of God
to ourselves, or both.

It is in vain for the Elders of Israel
to teach the principles of truth unless
the people are prepared to receive them;
and it is vain for the Lord to communi-
cate his will unto the people unless the
people possess a portion of his Spirit,
to comprehend something of that will
and the designs of God towards them,
and towards the earth upon which they
dwell. Nor can the Lord work with them


