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and their strength properly husbanded,
when you want to make a sudden dash
you have the power to do it. We are not
unlike, in this respect, to other portions
of the animal creation. Perhaps I have
said enough upon this subject.

We have had our difficulties to en-
counter in the south; it has not all sun-
shine and fair weather with us, but we
have got along as well as we could. Per-
haps that is saying too much, it is saying
a good deal; I do not know that I dare say
it. I look back frequently upon my past
life and find many places that I think I
could have bettered; but were I to live
my life over again I do not know that I
could do any differently. I will, however,
let the past take care of itself, and for the
future seek to do the will of God and keep
myself in subjection to it.

I have no objections to men obtain-
ing wisdom and learning from books,
whether old or new; that is all right and
good enough; but I consider it is better to
have the Spirit of God in our hearts, that
we may know the truth when we hear
it; and not only know it when we hear
it, but be capable by that Spirit of bring-
ing forth things that we never heard. I
feel that it is our privilege, brethren and
sisters, to have this principle dwelling
within us; and when I see men laboring
through books, ancient and modern, to
find but little that is good, I am reminded
of those who run over forty acres of land
in a superficial manner, and only reap
a little, when a small quantity of land,
well watered and well cultivated, would
be sure to yield a rich harvest.

I want to speak a few words now
in relation to our position. We look
back to the days of Abraham, and
we consider him to be a great man.
Truly, he was a great man; he was
among the first of great men in this
world, according to our limited know-

ledge. There were great men before his
day, but we are not so well acquainted
with the revelations given previous to
his time, nor with the men that lived be-
fore him, as we are with Abraham, and
with the revelations given to him and to
prophets subsequent to his time. The
Lord called him away from the worship
of idols, telling him to separate himself
and go into a land He would show him.
He was guided by that Spirit that always
guides aright, so he came into the land
of Canaan. The Lord told him to look
"northward, and southward, and east-
ward, and westward; For all the land
which thou seest, to thee will I give it,
and to thy seed forever. And I will make
thy seed as the dust of the earth: so
that if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also be num-
bered." The Lord promised to make him
a great ruler, a prince, and the father of
the faithful. I want to ask the Latter-
day Saints if the field is not wide enough,
and if it is not the good will of our Fa-
ther in heaven, to make Abrahams of ev-
ery faithful man of God that lives on the
earth at this day? If it is not according to
the loving kindness of our Heavenly Fa-
ther to bless every faithful man of God
as he blessed Abraham? It seems so to
me. Abraham had several wives, and he
had children. Is not the same blessing
extended to us? That if Abraham was to
be a prince and a ruler, and his posterity
become numerous, may we not, if faith-
ful to our God and to our covenants, be
as Abraham? Shall there be any end to
our posterity? May they not be as numer-
ous as the stars in the firmament, and
as the sands upon the seashore? Abra-
ham may be in advance of us; he lived
in an earlier period; but we are following
up in the same track. Although we may
not be called upon to yield up an only
son, as Abraham was, yet, may we not


