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Heavenly Father that we should con-
tinue a course of life like unto this.
Hence, in my labors I have exerted an
influence, as far as I have been able, to
cultivate less land in grain and secure to
ourselves meadows that we might have
our hay in the time and in the season
thereof, shades for our stock, barns, and
stables for our horses, and good houses
for our families, where they may be made
comfortable and happy, and that we may
not be everlasting slaves, running, as it
were, after an ignus fatuus, or jack in the
lantern, following a false light, but that
we may confine ourselves to a proper and
profitable course of life. I do say, that
a man's life consisteth not in the abun-
dance of the things that he possesses, nor
upon the vast amount he extends his ju-
risdiction over, but it consists in a lit-
tle well cared for, and everything in or-
der. When we confine ourselves and our
labors to small tracts of land, we shall
then find time to do everything that is
necessary to be done; but if we branch
out so largely in plowing, sowing and
reaping, we have no time to make nec-
essary improvements around our homes
and in our cities; in fact, we have so
much to do that we can do nothing at all.

Now I speak of these things, my
brethren, not because I think that they
are the most edifying to you, but I speak
of them because I consider that a tempo-
ral salvation is as important as a spir-
itual one. It is salvation in every re-
spect that we are laboring to obtain, not
only to make ourselves comfortable and
happy, so far as the physical energies of
the body are concerned, but, also, that
the mind should not constantly be on the
strain day and night. There should be a
little time for relaxation and rest to both
body and mind, that while our bodies are
resting the mind may be fresh to plan
and arrange for our personal comfort

and how to make everything snug and
tidy around us. How much more agree-
able is life when everything is in or-
der and good regulation is maintained
in and around our homes and cities.
This is what I have endeavored, in my
weak way, to instil into the minds of the
Saints. In some instances I have been
successful, and where men have adopted
the course I have suggested, they have
invariably borne testimony in its favor.
I would rather have half a dozen cows
in the winter, and have them well taken
care of, than to have twenty and have
fourteen of them die for want of feed and
proper attention, which would leave me
only six. I would rather only have the
six to begin with, then I would not have
the mortification of seeing so many suf-
fer and die. In the present condition
of the ranges, we cannot indulge in the
hope of raising such large herds of stock
as we have done heretofore; but we have
got to keep about what will serve us, and
take care of them well; then we can enjoy
ourselves, and we are not the authors of
misery to any part of creation.

We are trying to get into this way; it
is a slow operation, and it seems that
men's inordinate desire for wealth and
extensive possessions is hard to over-
come. They hate to be limited; they think
their fields are not large enough for their
strength; but it is a good thing to have a
little strength on hand all the time, and
not let out the very last link, because
there might be an emergency that would
really require it. If we drive a pair of
horses all the time at their utmost speed
they are soon worn out; and if you want
to make a trip very speedily, you can-
not do it, your animals are run down,
you have not husbanded their strength,
and they are not capable of perform-
ing the journey you wish; whereas, if
they are properly driven, judiciously fed,


