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First and foremost, brethren and sis-
ters, I will say that, on Thursday evening
I arrived in this city from the south—
from my field of labor. As I came near
the borders of the city I came in con-
tact with a very disagreeable smell, aris-
ing from the decomposition of some an-
imal that had been hauled out on the
outside to remove the nuisance from the
city. When I passed a certain line I en-
tered the city and beheld shady trees and
fruit trees laden with fruit, and expe-
rienced with delight the agreeable odor
from the ripening fruit. The contrast
was as agreeable as it was great. It
immediately occurred to my mind that
our brethren who are crossing the plains
might come in contact with dead bodies
that had been removed from among the
Saints, I mean dead as to the spiritual
life of God in them, for they must of ne-
cessity come in contact with these ere
they could reach the city of the Saints.
I believe that the evil things that could
be said of the Saints are said around
the borders, and those that are coming
here to find a home have these things
to encounter, that are quite disagree-
able, and it requires not a little persever-
ance and faith to force their way through
and to arrive here untarnished by the
evil that meets them on the way. But
when they can come with the Spirit of
the Lord—with the spirit of the Saints in
them—they forget all those disagreeable
things on the borders, and their minds
are charged with a heavenly influence,
when they find themselves among the
Saints here in peace and in truth.

Five years ago, the 10th of last June,
I left this city to bestow my labors in an-
other part of the heritage of our God, in
the county generally known as that of
Sanpete. At the time I went there, there
were six efficient settlements, the largest
of which would not exceed 125 or 130

families. According to the ability which
the Lord has given me, in connection
with my brethren who have been labor-
ing more or less with me, the industry of
the Saints, and the blessings of the Lord,
the settlements have now increased to
fifteen in number. They advanced south-
ward until it was deemed expedient and
necessary in the Legislature of last win-
ter to organize two new counties, namely,
the Sevier County and Piute County. The
land in these counties that is suscepti-
ble of cultivation is mostly occupied with
settlements, which, in several places in
these new counties, are quite large.

We have had some difficulties to
encounter, and all those who are ac-
quainted with the establishment of new
settlements in new localities, are not
ignorant that there is always more or
less difficulty to contend with; especially
when they are so remote from what may
be termed headquarters, or from the
sources of aid and succor. We have en-
joyed, generally, very good health; we
have had some little sickness among
children, and several have died.

There is a good deal of ambition
among our people to cultivate a great
quantity of ground, the result of which
is, that we cultivate our lands poorly
in comparison to what we would if we
were contented with a smaller area, and
would confine our labors to it. We
have found some difficulty with regard to
water, and complaints have been made
about a scarcity of water in many places,
when, indeed, I suppose the Lord has
apportioned the water to the amount of
land he intended should be cultivated. I
do not think that these things are passed
over unnoticed by Him without some
kind of arrangement or calculation. He
understands perfectly well what the ele-
ments are capable of producing, and how
many of His people may be established


