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this people for the righteous' sake that
dwell among them, for there is just as
good a people here as ever did live in
any part of the earth, according to their
blessings and privileges. God has his
elect here, and he is gathering them from
the four quarters of the earth; and like a
net that is cast into the sea, he gathers
good and bad, that out of the multitude
which he brings over the sea in ships he
may gather His chosen people.

Thirty years ago the whole Church
was under condemnation because they
had neglected the new and everlast-
ing covenant, even the Book of Mor-
mon and other revelations God had
given to them, and they were driven
by their enemies, for they were un-
der condemnation at that early day
of our history. How is it with us
now? There are scores of this people
who never look at those books. The

Book of Mormon is the ensign which God
has lifted up to the nations in the last
days, and we are not justified when we in
our feelings neglect or forsake it. I take
much comfort in reading those books
which the Lord has given us through
Joseph Smith. The Book of Mormon was
written by the Spirit and power of God;
the man that will read it faithfully will
be filled with light and with truth. We
should hold everything in reverence that
God has revealed in the latter-day and in
former days; but that which is revealed
for us more nearly concerns us.

This Church and kingdom will pre-
vail; it is the kingdom of God, and he will
bear it off, and there is no power on earth
nor in hell can stay it in its progress from
this time henceforth and forever. Amen.
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By the request and permission of my
brethren, I have the pleasure of ris-
ing up in the midst of the Saints to
say a few words to them this morn-
ing. I feel very thankful to the Lord
our God that I still have a name
and a place among his people, that I
am permitted to meet with them in
General Conference, to speak of the

goodness of our Father in heaven, and to
join in worship with the general assem-
bly of the Church of God. We are favored,
truly, with fine weather; this is not only
a great blessing to us, but it is a great
blessing to our friends and brethren who
are journeying on the plains to join us in
our localities here.


