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ledge it, let it come from what source
it may. Every person should learn to
govern himself and live in this world so
as to secure life everlasting; and to do
this, we must identify ourselves with our
Father and our God, being grafted into
Him by the ordinances of the Gospel, and
through faithfulness being conformed to
His image, partaking of His heavenly na-
ture, as the graft which is put into the
roots of a tree partakes of the sap and na-
ture of the tree, bringing forth the fruits
of righteousness, drawing nourishment,
life, and strength forever from the great
source of all life and good. There is no
other way for us to identify ourselves
with God. Being baptized into Christ we
put him on and become one with Him, as
he was baptized into His Father and be-
came one with His Father; and thus we
are all one in Christ Jesus. We are made
one with the Father and the Son by ob-
serving His word, His law and His ordi-
nances.

If I were to commit an impropriety,
another person would not be justified in
doing the same thing. If I violate the
law of God I shall be condemned and
will not escape upon the plea that some-
body else did the same. Every man must
answer for his own sin. It is true we
have our weaknesses. How? I am af-
flicted with rheumatic pains, or the infir-
mities of old age, or I am naturally con-
sumptive, etc. These are weaknesses of
the flesh; but may it be termed a weak-
ness when men willfully violate a plain,
well-known law of God? The Lord re-
quires nothing of His creatures which
they cannot perform. We are subject to
the weaknesses of human nature, but
they are not crimes, neither should they
stand in the way of our doing all the
good in our power while we live in the
flesh, and as little harm as possible. It
is a sin to break any of the command-
ments of God. When a person bears

false witness, it is a sin; or when a per-
son steals, it is a sin; and these sins must
be accounted for, either in time or in eter-
nity, by the person who commits them.

We have come to this Conference
from all parts of the Territory to be
reminded of our duties, and to obtain
strength in the worship of the Lord, and
we are a good-looking people, and greatly
blessed of the Lord. Our happiness con-
sists not in the possession of earthly
wealth so much as in the possession of
that Spirit which it is our right to obtain
and cherish.

The short sentence, "Do right," em-
braces a great deal, and extends over the
period of man's life, embracing all his
daily duties. It is right for us to build
that Tabernacle; it is a work which all
the people of the Saints in these moun-
tains are engaged in; and the more faith-
ful we are in paying our tithing, these
public works will progress the more vig-
orously. We all know what the word
of the Lord is on the subject of pay-
ing tithing, and the use to be made
of the means thus collected, namely—
to build temples and tabernacles, and
to establish the kingdom of God gen-
erally. The Israelites built a taberna-
cle in the wilderness wherein they de-
posited their holy things, which were
afterwards removed into the temple at
Jerusalem. When our temple is com-
pleted, it will be used for the adminis-
tering of the holy ordinances of God; it
will be for the use of the Priesthood to
give endowments to the people. It is just
as requisite that that temple should be
built as it is that we build houses for our
wives and children to dwell in, because
the service of our God is not so accept-
able to Him in a temporary place of wor-
ship when His people can make a per-
manent one after the pattern which is
pleasing to Him. Let us pay our tithing
faithfully, and when we do that there


