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meaning man dare not open his mouth.
We have thousands of warm-hearted
friends who dare not say anything in fa-
vor of this people. We have friends in
Congress who wish us to become a State
in the Union; but they dare not tell of
it. No, let them only say in their own
districts that they would vote for Utah
to become a State, and that would be
their political grave, and they know it.
If nobody will speak for us, let us speak
for ourselves; if no person else will do
anything for us, let us do something for
ourselves. This is right; it is politically
right, religiously right, nationally right,
socially and morally right, and it is right
in every sense of the word for us to sus-
tain ourselves.

Let us save that money which we
spend for bonnets and hats, and the
trimmings that are upon them. You may
ask me if I think my family will start out
with a good example in this direction; I
hope they will. If we will be diligent in
this kind of economy, and make all we
can within ourselves, and send out as lit-
tle of our ready means as possible, it will
place at our control means, which we do
not now command, to gather thousands
of the poor Saints.

What I am now about to say is on
the subject of the use of tobacco. Let us
raise our own tobacco, or quit using it. In
the years '49, '50, '51, '52, and '53, and
so long as I kept myself posted respect-
ing the amount expended yearly by this
people at the stores for articles of mer-
chandise, we spent upwards of 100,000
dollars a year for tobacco alone! We
now spend considerably more than we
did then. Let us save this ready means in
our country by abstaining from the use of
this narcotic, or raise it ourselves. By so
doing we will have that amount of means
to circulate in channels of usefulness and
profit which will add to our strength, to

our permanency, and to our influence
and importance as a great people. But
when we place hundreds of thousands of
dollars in the hands of those who are not
of us, whose homes are not with us, who
spend nothing to build up our country,
but come here merely to make fortunes
to spend elsewhere, we give them so
much of our strength, and we are propor-
tionately weakened. This is poor econ-
omy, and is displeasing to the Lord, be-
cause it retards the development of His
purposes.

I will not call upon you to enter into a
covenant to do this, for some might break
their covenants and that would be a sin,
but I want what you do in this matter to
be prompted by a desire to bring to pass
some permanent profit and good to your-
selves and to the cause which we repre-
sent. I want you to do it as I have done it
myself. I have never made a covenant
since I entered this Church only to do
good and serve the Lord our God, and in
every possible way aid in developing His
purposes. The Lord gave me strength to
lay aside tobacco, and it is very rarely in-
deed that I taste tea or coffee; yet I have
no objection to aged persons, when they
are fatigued and feel infirm, taking a lit-
tle stimulus that will do them good. It
is wrong to use narcotics, for the nervous
system is destroyed or injured thereby;
but we should maintain a healthy ac-
tion of all the powers of the body, which
should be devoted to the service of our
Father and God in building up His king-
dom on the earth.

Now, brethren, bishops, presiding el-
ders, influential men, men of property
and money, will you go to now and gather
up the means in your settlements and
set some good reliable men to merchan-
dising in every settlement, men who, if
they make anything, will devote it to the
building up of the kingdom of God upon


