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the merchants had imported bonnets,
and our ladies preferred going to the
stores and buying them. When will this
people become Saints indeed? Not un-
til they observe every counsel that is
given to them of this kind, doing with
their might the things that are required
of them. I know it is the will of the
Lord that this people should manufac-
ture what they wear and consume; and,
in addition to its being the will of the
Lord, the liability of our being cut off
from supplies, through being so far dis-
tant from the great manufacturing dis-
tricts, teaches us that it is wisdom and
true economy that we should adopt this
course. The money which this commu-
nity has expended in hats and bonnets
for men, women, and children in the last
year would bring scores and hundreds of
the poor Saints from the old countries to
these valleys of Utah. Is it wise in us,
and pleasing to the Lord, for us to place
the means he has blessed us with where
it does not belong, while our sons and our
daughters, instead of idling away their
time or being employed in that which
does not profit them or us, might be en-
gaged in preserving such means among
us to be applied in the further progress
of the work of God?

My next discourse will be upon mer-
chandising. We are here in these val-
leys of the mountains organized as a
people; and we know how we came to
be here; and we know the designs of
God, and the designs of our enemies
concerning us; we know the distinc-
tion which is drawn between this peo-
ple and the world; these things we un-
derstand. Now, we propose to the Bish-
ops, presiding Elders and leading mem-
bers of the church, who are here assem-
bled to represent the kingdom of God
upon the earth, and to all those who
are not here, who act in these capaci-
ties in the various places where there
are Saints gathered together, to do their

own merchandising and cease to give the
wealth which the Lord has given us to
those who would destroy the kingdom of
God and scatter us to the four winds,
if they had the power. Cease to buy
from them the gewgaws and frivolous
things they bring here to sell to us for
our money and means—means that we
should have to bring the poor here, to
build our temples, our towers, ornament
our public grounds and buildings, and to
beautify our cities. For, as merchandis-
ing has been generally conducted here,
instead of having our means to perform
these public works, it has been borne
away by our enemies by the million.

I wish the brethren, in all our settle-
ments, to buy the goods they must have,
and freight them with their own teams;
and then let every one of the Latter-day
Saints, male and female, decree in their
hearts that they will buy of nobody else
but their own faithful brethren, who will
do good with the money they will thus
obtain. I know it is the will of God that
we should sustain ourselves, for, if we
do not, we must perish, so far as receiv-
ing aid from any quarter, except God and
ourselves. If we have not capital our-
selves, there are plenty of honorable men
whom our brethren can enter into part-
nership with, who would furnish and as-
sist them whenever they should receive
an intimation to that effect. I know it
is our duty to save ourselves; the en-
emy of all righteousness, will do noth-
ing to help us in that work, neither will
his children; we have to preserve our-
selves, for our enemies are determined
to destroy us. I know it is the duty of
this people to build up themselves; for
our enemies will not build us up, but
they will do their uttermost to tear us
down. This will not apply to all; but
there are enough to bark, and yelp, and
growl, and snarl till the peaceable, good


