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and as helps to strengthen the hands of
the Presidency of the whole church. A
sister who receives the gift of tongues
is not thereby empowered to dictate her
president, or the church. All gifts and en-
dowments given of the Lord to members
of His church are not given to control the
church; but they are under the control
and guidance of the priesthood, and are
judged of by it. Some have erred upon
this point, and have been led captive by
the devil.

Whenever there is a disposition man-
ifested in any of the members of this
church to question the right of the Pres-
ident of the whole church to direct in
all things, you see manifested the evi-
dences of apostasy—of a spirit which, if
encouraged, will lead to separation from
the church and final destruction; wher-
ever there is a disposition to operate
against any legally appointed officer of
this kingdom, no matter in what capac-
ity he is called to act, if persisted in,
it will be followed by the same results;
they will "walk after the flesh in the lust
of uncleanness, and despise government.
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled; they
are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.
Whereas angels, which are greater in
power and might, bring not railing accu-
sation against them before the Lord."

In all our daily pursuits in life, of
whatever nature and kind, Latter-day
Saints, and especially those who hold im-
portant positions in the kingdom of God,
should maintain a uniform and even
temper, both when at home and when
abroad. They should not suffer reverses
and unpleasant circumstances to sour
their natures and render them fretful
and unsocial at home, speaking words
full of bitterness and biting acrimony
to their wives and children, creating
gloom and sorrow in their habitations,
making themselves feared rather than
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beloved by their families. Anger should
never be permitted to rise in our bo-
soms, and words suggested by angry feel-
ings should never be permitted to pass
our lips. "A soft answer turneth away
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger."
"Wrath is cruel, and anger is outra-
geous;" but "The discretion of a man de-
ferreth his anger; and it is his glory to
pass over a transgression."

All that we possess and enjoy are the
gifts of God to us, whether they be in
earthly substance, physical constitution,
or mental power; we are accountable to
Him for the use we make of these pre-
cious gifts, and it is the imperative duty
of all the sons and daughters of Adam
and Eve to pay their tribute to Him who
has created all things, and who is now
pouring from the heavens instructions
upon the people that they may know how
to live here and return again into His
presence. It is not our privilege to waste
the Lord's substance upon the lusts of
the flesh, nor to devote one day of time
to vanity and sin, or to any employment
which will tend to death. We are willing
to acknowledge that we receive all our
blessings both temporal and spiritual,
from the munificent hand of God; but we
are not always willing that He should ad-
vise us how to use His blessings, when
they are in our hands, in the best possi-
ble way to build up His kingdom on the
earth. O, consistency, thou art one of
the fairest jewels in the life of a Saint.
We ask God to bless us with houses
and lands, and possessions, chariots and
horses, etc. When we plough our fields,
and sow grain and plant vegetables, we
pray to the Lord for good crops, to give
us a great increase; and when we have
gathered in the abundance which He has
sent us until our barns are full and there
is no room for more, then we ask no



