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How long shall we have the privilege of
sending to New York, St. Louis, or other
places to buy our goods? Babylon will
surely fall. It may be said that we shall
always be poor without commerce, we
shall always be poor with it, unless we
command it; and unless we can do this,
we are better without it. Instead of send-
ing our wealth abroad to purchase arti-
ficials, why not try to make them our-
selves; or do without them? Why not con-
tinue our endeavors until we can man-
ufacture cotton cloth as fine as these
children are wearing today? Why not
raise flax and prepare it with care, and
continue our efforts until we can make
linens of every description and quality?
This home industry should be perse-
vered in from year to year with the view
to our ultimate independence of a foreign
market. This is our duty. It is true we
do not do it. Instead of our young ladies
letting the time hang heavily upon their
hands, or instead of being engaged in
some useless and profitless employment,
they would enjoy much more real peace
of mind to be engaged in the production
of some useful material of some kind,
it may be of silk, of linen, of woollen,
of straw, or of artificials and ornaments
manufactured from paper, feathers, or
other material produced at home.

Every effort of this kind made by
our sisters has its weight in the strug-
gle which we should all make to cut
ourselves entirely loose from any depen-
dence upon those who have no other
aim in view but our final dismember-
ment as a society, and our utter over-
throw as a people. The Lord requires
this of us; it comes within the pale of
our duty; and in addition to this, to
live—for it is the first and foremost of
all He requires of us—so that we shall
know the voice of the good Shepherd al-
ways; to live so that we shall know the

truth when we hear it, and our hearts
shall say amen to it. If there are any who
have never heard the Gospel until today,
and wish to know how to serve God, be-
gin by repenting of your sins, and by be-
ing baptized for the remission of them,
and receive the laying on of hands for the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and ever after live
so as to be able to say, "my conscience is
void of offense towards God and man."

The Lord rules in the heavens, and
does His pleasure among men. I will
here say, as the Lord lives, if this peo-
ple will be faithful in the performance of
every duty, they will never come upon
a field of battle to fight their enemies.
There is no man among them who tri-
fles with the counsel given to him to be
armed and equipped and ready for any
emergency but what has lost the spirit
of God more or less. If the Saints ne-
glect to pray, and violate the day that
is set apart for the worship of God, they
will lose His spirit. If a man shall suffer
himself to be overcome with anger, and
curse and swear, taking the name of the
Deity in vain, he cannot retain the Holy
Spirit. In short, if a man shall do any-
thing which he knows to be wrong, and
repenteth not, he cannot enjoy the Holy
Spirit, but will walk in darkness and ul-
timately deny the faith. Every good and
wholesome law we should obey strictly,
and do it with a good and honest heart.
If we will pursue this course, the Lord
Almighty will put hooks in the jaws of
our enemies, and lead them whitherso-
ever He will.

It is far better to die in a good cause
than to live in a bad one; it is better to
die doing good than to live doing evil. To
the Saints of latter days who do their
duty to the best of their knowledge, I
promise peace; but I have no promise of
God for those who do not do their duty.


