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pay tithing; for those who obey in all
things will enjoy the spirit and blessings
of the kingdom of God in time and in
eternity. Those who refuse to do their
part for the maintenance of the public
peace and the public security are not
worthy of the fellowship of the Saints,
and should be severed from the church.

It is required by the laws of the Terri-
tory of Utah of every male citizen from
eighteen to forty-five to be armed and
equipped and ready for any duty he may
be called upon to perform as one of the
militia of the county; and if any refuse
to obey the laws of the land, I would
try them before their bishops for that as
readily as I would if they were to refuse
to pay a just debt; and if they would
not repent, I would sever them from the
church, and give them over to the laws
of the land. I do not know that there is
one person in the Territory who would
refuse to perform military duty; there
are strangers in our midst; but I very
much doubt if one could be found who
would refuse to do military duty.

I look upon the Saints with delight;
they are my pride; they are my glory;
in fact, this is the family that our heav-
enly Father has selected as His chosen
children, although many may yet leave it
and go away; but here are my fathers, my
mothers, my sisters, my brothers, here
are my friends and associates, and here
is my joy. I have never desired to be
in any place only where the Saints live;
I have never desired to associate with
any other people. I know that we must
become of one heart and one mind in
all things, to fulfil the requirements of
heaven in the building up of the king-
dom of God upon the earth. We enjoy
ourselves in our public amusements, but
our greatest joy is to meet, as we have
now met, to instruct each other in the
principles and faith of the holy Gospel,

that we may increase in faith, in knowl-
edge, in understanding, and in the power
of God to obtain all that is for us, and
to grow in grace and in the knowledge of
the truth as Jesus Christ did when He
was upon the earth.

Prepare to die, is not the exhortation
in this church and kingdom; but pre-
pare to live is the word with us, and im-
prove all we can in this life that we may
be the better prepared to enjoy a bet-
ter life hereafter, wherein we may enjoy
a more exalted condition of intelligence,
wisdom, light, knowledge, power, glory,
and exaltation. Then let us seek to ex-
tend the present life to the uttermost,
by observing every law of health, and by
properly balancing labor, study, rest, and
recreation, and thus prepare for a better
life. Let us teach these principles to our
children, that, in the morning of their
days, they may be taught to lay the foun-
dation of health and strength and con-
stitution and power of life in their bod-
ies. Let us teach them good manners, or-
derly conduct and good behavior in ev-
ery respect; and as soon as they can un-
derstand what you mean, teach them to
be strictly honest, truthful and virtuous,
that they may grow up in Christ, their
living head. Some of the brightest spir-
its who dwell in the bosom of the Father
are making their appearance among this
people, of whom the Lord will make a
Royal Priesthood, a peculiar nation that
He can own and bless, talk with, and as-
sociate with.

I wish to present before the people
the subject of a telegraph wire through
our settlements. It is a subject which
is worthy of our attention, and an en-
terprise which, when completed, will be
of immense benefit in many ways to our
country. This work we can do almost
entirely within ourselves. We can get
the poles from the mountains, and plant


