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I wish to present some counsel unto
to the people on the subject of their tem-
poral life and point out to them what is
their true interest in regard to merchan-
dising. I would propose to the brethren
that they keep their grain until they can
get money for it, then put that money
into the hands of business men, and
let them purchase goods with it, which
the people can freight themselves, and
thus let every ward in the Territory sup-
ply themselves from abroad with what
they really require; by so doing, the peo-
ple will have the handling of the means
which the Lord has given them, and
the greater portion of it will not go into
the pockets of speculators to enrich and
fatten strangers, but the large profits,
which they have made and carried out of
the country, will remain here to improve
the country, and to improve our condi-
tion as a people. We sell our grain to the
merchant, and receive our pay in goods.
The grain he has bought of us, he sells
to the army, or to mail contractors for a
greatly increased price, which affords a
large profit upon his goods, and upon the
wheat which his goods have bought, and
all this he gets in money.

Let the past ignorance and folly suf-
fice us, and instead of giving away
our strength for naught, let us en-
joy the full benefit of our labors our-
selves. Why not appoint in every

ward of the Territory a good business
man, who is filled with integrity and
truth, to make contracts for the peo-
ple of the ward, and let the convention
prices be the rule or not sell? Why not
draw money for our grain and spend it
ourselves, instead of allowing those who
have no interest with us to handle it for
us and pocket fortunes which we should
enjoy and lay out in redeeming the earth
and in building up the kingdom of God in
all the world? We can do this if we will.

We have yet much to learn, and we
are learning little by little, and I do
think that we shall yet come to under-
standing in sustaining ourselves, build-
ing up the kingdom of God, renovat-
ing the earth, keeping our enemies from
our midst, sanctifying ourselves and the
earth, that the latter may be finally ce-
lestialized to dwell in the presence of our
Father and God. If we could all see and
understand things as they are, we would
heap up the riches of this world. What
for? To gather the poor from among
all nations, and buy out every foot of
land that is for sale upon the continent
of America. We should be the most in-
dustrious and the most economical of
any people upon the face of the whole
earth. We should waste nothing, but
make everything in some way or other
minister to our wants and independ-


