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of the world are not ignorant that
polygamy has always been the gen-
eral rule and monogamy the excep-
tion. Since the founding of the Roman
empire monogamy has prevailed more
extensively than in times previous to
that. The founders of that ancient em-
pire were robbers and women stealers,
and made laws favoring monogamy in
consequence of the scarcity of women
among them, and hence this monogamic
system which now prevails throughout
all Christendom, and which has been
so fruitful a source of prostitution and
whoredom throughout all the Chris-
tian monogamic cities of the Old and
New World, until rottenness and de-
cay are at the root of their institutions
both national and religious. Polygamy
did not have its origin with Joseph
Smith, but it existed from the be-
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ginning. So far as I am concerned as an
individual, I did not ask for it; I never
desired it; and if I ever had a trial of my
faith in the world, it was when Joseph
Smith revealed that doctrine to me; and
I had to pray incessantly and exercise
faith before the Lord until He revealed
to me the truth, and I was satisfied. I
say this at the present time for the sat-
isfaction of both saint and sinner. Now,
here are the commandments of the Lord,
and here are the wishes of wicked men,
which shall we obey? It is the Lord and
them for it.

I pray that the Spirit of Truth may
find its way to each heart, that we may
all love the truth more than error, and
cling to that which is good that we may
all be saved in the kingdom of our God.
Amen.



