PERSONALITY OF GOD, ETC.

they are poor and houseless, but they go
to work and labor away with all their
might, without a murmur, under wise
and judicious guidance, and in a short
time they are able to gather from the
soil, the water and the air, the essential
and solid comforts of life.

When a lawyer comes into the church,
if he happens to have a little common
sense left, and will take to ploughing and
cultivating the soil, there is a chance for
him to make a man of himself; but if he
follows his former customs and habits,
the chances are against him, he may ruin
himself, lose the Spirit of the Lord, if he
ever possessed it, and go back into mid-
night darkness.

It is through the proclamation of the
gospel that this great people have been
gathered from their homes in distant
parts of the earth. It is not in the
power of man to accomplish such a work
of gathering thousands of men, women,
and children from different nations to a
distant inland country, and unite them
together and make of them a powerful
nation. They heard the sound of the
gospel, they repented of their sins, and
were baptized for the remission of them,
and received the Holy Ghost by the lay-
ing on of hands; this Spirit caused them
to gather themselves together for the
truth's sake; they came here because
the voice of the Lord called them to-
gether from the ends of the earth. They
needed not to be persuaded to gather
themselves together, for they knew it
was the will of God by the power of the
Spirit which they had received through
the ordinances of the gospel. Here sits
brother George D. Watt, our reporter,
who was the first man to receive the
gospel in a foreign land; there had not
been a word spoken to him about gath-
ering to America; but he prophesied
that the land of America was the land
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of Zion, and that the Lord would gather
His people to that land in the last days,
and thus he prophesied by the Spirit of
prophecy which he had received by em-
bracing the gospel.

Wherever the gospel is preached in
all the world, and the people repent,
are baptized, and receive the Holy Ghost
by the laying on of hands, that Spirit
teaches them that America is the land
of Zion, and they begin straightway to
prepare to gather, and thus the Lord
is building up His kingdom in our day.
Were it not that I possess the Spirit of
truth which reveals to me the purposes
of God, it would appear to me a strange
work and a wonder; but I can under-
stand that the Lord is feeling after the
inhabitants of the earth, and teaching
the honest in heart the truth, and diffus-
ing His Spirit among them, and offering
to all men life and salvation.

If the message which the Lord is
sending among the nations is rejected by
them, they will crumble and fall, and
cease to exist. The set time has come
for the Lord to favor Zion; He is send-
ing His servants to the uttermost parts
of the earth to declare the truth to the in-
habitants thereof, which they can receive
or reject, and be saved or be damned.
This is a hard saying—who can hear it?
A gentleman asked the Prophet Joseph
once if he believed that all other sects
and parties would be damned excepting
the Mormons. Joseph Smith's reply was,
"Yes, sir, and most of the Mormons too,
unless they repent."” We believe that all
will be damned who do not receive the
gospel of Jesus Christ; but we do not be-
lieve that they will go into a lake which
burns with brimstone and fire, and suf-
fer unnamed and unheard of torments,
inflicted by cruel and malicious devils to
all eternity.

The sectarian doctrine of final re-
wards and punishments is as strange



