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by the Spirit of God, that He is not only
the God and Father of Jesus Christ, but
is also the Father of our spirits and the
Creator of our bodies which bear His im-
age as Seth bore the image of his fa-
ther Adam. Adam begat many children
who bore His image, but Seth is no doubt
more particularly mentioned, because he
was more like his father than the rest of
the family.

We bear the image of our earthly par-
ents in their fallen state, but by obedi-
ence to the gospel of salvation, and the
renovating influences of the Holy Ghost,
and the holy resurrection, we shall put
on the image of the heavenly, in beauty,
glory, power and goodness. Jesus Christ
was so like His Father that on one occa-
sion in answer to a request, "Show us the
Father," He said, "He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father." The strongest tes-
timony that can be borne to the minds
of men is the testimony of the Father
concerning the Son, and the testimony
of the Son concerning the Father, by the
power of the revelations of the Spirit,
which every man who is born of woman
possesses more or less, and which, if
mankind would listen to it, would lead
them to the knowledge of God, and ulti-
mately, assisted by the ordinances of the
gospel, into His presence.

If there is anything that is great and
good and wise among men, it cometh
from God. If there are men who pos-
sess great ability as statesmen, or as
philosophers, or who possess remark-
able scientific knowledge and skill, the
credit thereof belongs to God, for He
dispenses it to His children whether
they believe in Him or not, or whether
they sin against Him or not; it makes
no difference; but all will have to ac-
count to Him for the way and manner in
which they have used the talents com-
mitted unto them. If we believe the
plain, broad statements of the Bible, we

must believe that Jesus Christ is the
light that lighteth every man that
cometh into the world; none are ex-
empt. This applies to all who possess
the least degree of light and intelligence,
no matter how small; wherever intelli-
gence can be found, God is the author of
it. This light is inherent according to a
law of eternity—according to the law of
the Gods, according to the law of Him
whom we serve as the only wise, true,
and living God to us. He is the author
of this light to us. Yet our knowledge is
very limited; who can tell the future, and
know it as the past is known to us? It is a
small thing, if we were acquainted with
the principle. Were we acquainted with
this principle, we could just as well read
the future as the past.

The Latter-day Saints believe in Je-
sus Christ, the only begotten Son of the
Father, who came in the meridian of
time, performed his work, suffered the
penalty and paid the debt of man's orig-
inal sin by offering up Himself, was res-
urrected from the dead, and ascended to
His Father; and as Jesus descended be-
low all things, so He will ascend above
all things. We believe that Jesus Christ
will come again, as it is written of Him:
"And while they looked steadfastly to-
ward heaven as he went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white apparel;
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this
same Jesus, which is taken from you
unto heaven, shall so come in like man-
ner as ye have seen him go unto heaven."

Strange as it may appear to many
we believe that Jesus Christ will de-
scend from heaven to earth again even
as He ascended into heaven. "Behold, he
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of him." He will come to


